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Citizens  to  Retain  Fair  Employment  Are  Optimistic 


Seattle  Anti-Gay  Group  Files  Petitions 


By  Jim  Marko 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  Save  Our  Moral 
Ethics  (SOME),  the  anti-gay  group 
which  is  supporting  a  move  to  change 
this  city’s  anti-discrimination  law,  has 
filed  petitions  calling  for  a  city-wide 
vote  on  the  question  in  November. 

SOME,  led  by  police  officers  David 
Estes  and  Dennis  Falk,  filed  27,000  sig¬ 
natures  on  Aug.  3.  Just  over  17,600 
signatures  are  necessary  to  call  an  Ini¬ 
tiative.  The  County  Board  of  Elections 
will  now  take  up  to  twenty  days  to  vali¬ 
date  the  names  on  the  petitions. 

Invalid  Signatures 

Leaders  of  the  Seattle  Citizens  to 
Retain  Fair  Employment  (SCRFE) 
have  stated  that  a  number  of  the  signa¬ 
tures  could  be  ruled  invalid.  Jill 
Schropp  of  the  group  told  GCN  that 
there  is  “reason  to  believe  that  a  great 
many  names  are  invalid.” 

SCRFE  is  continuing  its  campaign 
against  Initiative  13  by  asking  for  do¬ 
nations  and  volunteer  help.  By  Aug.  1, 
the  organization  had  raised  some 
$30,000. 

The  Money  on  Both  Sides 

The  pro-gay  forces  in  Seattle 


received  a  $2,000  donation  from  the 
Playboy  Foundation  and  a  $25  dona¬ 
tion  from  Seattle  Mayor  Charles 
Royer,  a  long  time  supporter  of  gay 
rights.  Along  with  the  donation  from 
Royer,  there  were  donations  from  a 
number  of  candidates  for  local  politi¬ 
cal  office. 

Meanwhile,  according  to  the  Public 
Disclosure  Commission  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  anti-gay  SOME  has  received 
about  $3,000  from  Protect  America’s 
Children,  the  nationwide  organization 
run  by  Anita  Bryant.  It  is  the  largest 
single  contribution  received  by  the 
Seattle  group. 

The  pro-initiative  13  organization 
has  also  reported  total  gifts  of  $1 1 ,078. 
Among  those  donating  were  the  Tyler 
Refrigeration  Company  of  Seattle. 

The  Proposal 

If  Initiative  13  appears  on  the 
November  ballot  it  would  ask  voters  to 
approve  removal  of  the  words  “sexual 
orientation”  from  the  City  of  Seattle’s 
anti-discrimination  laws.  This  would 
remove  the  protected  status  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  in  employment  and 
housing  in  the  city.  The  Initiative 


Seattle  Mayor  Charles  Royer 


would  also  combine  the  Office  of 
Women’s  Rights  with  the  Dept,  of 
Human  Rights;  that  would  make  the 
recently  created  Office  of  Women’s 
Rights  nearly  ineffective. 

Despite  recent  setbacks  for  gay 
rights  in  St.  Paul  and  Wichita,  the 
Seattle  Citizens  to  Retain  Fair 
Employment  expressed  continued 
optimism  in  their  growing  battle. 
“People  believe  Seattle  is  different,” 
Jill  Schropp  told  GCN.  “We  can  stem 
this  insidious  tide  and  we  can  win  this 


campaign.” 

Support  and  Lack  of  It 

There  is  continuing  support  for  the 
fight  against  Initiative  13.  The 
executive  board  of  the  Washington 
Federation  of  Teachers  (AFL-CIO) 
recently  voted  to  oppose  the  anti-gay 
measure. 

The  Federation  pledged  its  support 
to  equality  for  all  citizens  regardless  of 
sexual  orientation.  According  to 
Federation  president  A1  Brisbois,  “To 
do  otherwise  would  be  to  condone  the 
waste  of  valuable  human  resources  and 
to  allow  government  to  serve  as  an 
instrument  by  which  majorities  repress 
minorities.” 

Meanwhile,  Washington  Governor 
Dixie  Lee  Ray  has  announced  that  she 
does  not  believe  that  state  non¬ 
discrimination  legislation  is  necessary. 
The  Governor  has  also  refused  to  take 
a  public  position  on  the  campaign  in 
Seattle.  She  recently  told  a  news  con¬ 
ference,  “I  think  the  whole  question 
with  respect  to  sexual  behavior  is  a 
matter  that  is  not  an  appropriate  one 
for  government.” 


Matlovich  TV  Movie  Will  Be  Aired  in  Boston  on  Different  Date 


By  Tony  Domenick 

BOSTON  —  Following  discussions 
with  GCN,  the  programming  depart¬ 
ment  at  WBZ-TV,  Boston  has  decided 
to  air  the  made-for-television  film 
“Sergeant  Matlovich  vs.  the  United 
States  Air  Force”  on  Sunday,  August 
27  at  11:30  p.m. 

The  drama,  which  is  based  on  the 
life  of  Leonard  Matlovich  who  was  dis¬ 
charged  because  he  is  gay,  will  have  its 
national  broadcast  a  week  before  Bos¬ 
ton’s  on  August  21  at  9  p.m.  [see  GCN 
Vol.  6,  No.  3].  The  delay  in  Boston  is  a 
result  of  WBZ’s  commitment  to  the 
airing  of  a  pre-recorded  New  England 
Patriots  football  game  that  Monday 


evening.  However,  WBZ  programming 
officials  said  they  would  air  an  an¬ 
nouncement  during  the  game  remind¬ 
ing  viewers  that  the  Matlovich  movie 
will  be  aired  the  following  Sunday. 

Last  week  Jim  Marko,  GCN  News 
Editor,  met  with  Richard  Kur lander  of 
the  Programming  Deparment  of  the 
NBC  affiliate  to  discuss  the  movie’s 
broadcast.  At  that  meeting  Marko  ex¬ 
pressed  the  community’s  interest  in 
having  the  long-delayed  film  aired  by 
Channel  4.  Kurlander  told  him  at  that 
time,  “We  have  offered  to  run  the 
show  on  Sunday,  August  27  at  11:30 
and  are  waiting  to  hear  from  NBC  in 
New  York.” 

“Our  concern,”  Kurlander  added, 


“is  with  the  community  and  what  is  in 
the  best  public  interest.  We  lose  money 
if  we  air  the  show  on  Sunday  night  but 
that  is  not  our  concern.”  The  Federal 
Communications  Commission  recently 
ruled  that  gays  are  a  viable  community 
group  which  must  be  served  by  tele¬ 
vision  and  radio  stations  and  Kurland¬ 
er  told  Marko  at  the  meeting  that  he 
was  aware  of  that  ruling  and  appreci¬ 
ated  the  gay  community’s  concern. 

Leonard  Matlovich  expressed  his  ex¬ 
citement  about  the  national  broadcast 
of  the  movie  because  of  its  “universal 
implications.”  He  told  GCN,  “It’s 
about  time.  It  will  do  a  lot  of  good.  It’s 
upbeat  and  I  think  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians  can  identify  with  it.” 


Matlovich,  who  would  have  pre¬ 
ferred  having  the  film  aired  in  Septem¬ 
ber  or  October  when  the  viewing  audi¬ 
ences  are  larger,  is  waiting  for  NBC 
officials  in  Los  Angeles  to  inform  him 
about  publicity  and  promotional  ef¬ 
forts.  He  is  scheduled  to  appear  on 
NBC’s  “Today  Show”  and  “Tomor¬ 
row”  programs,  and  on  the  syndicated 
“Phil  Donahue  Show.” 

Commenting  on  the  delayed  Boston 
broadcast,  Matlovich  told  GCN  it  was 
“deplorable.”  “It  won’t  have  the  audi¬ 
ence  it  should  have.  It’s  very  important 
for  families  and  especially  young  gays 
to  see  the  show  to  help  them  identify 
with  gays  as  role  models.” 


Gay  Lutheran  Minister  Dismissed  by  Upstate  New  York  Church 


By  John  Graczak 

REGO  PARK,  NY  —  Rev.  Robert 
Gephart  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  one  of  the  largest  Lutheran 
denominations  in  this  country,  was  re¬ 
cently  dismissed  from  his  ministry  be¬ 
cause  of  his  homosexuality.  Gephart, 
formerly  the  assistant  pastor  of  Good 
Shepherd  Lutheran  Church  in  Rego 
Park,  began  to  experience  difficulties 
with  his  superiors  in  January  when  he 
approached  James  Grafe,  the  Bishop 
of  the  Synod  of  Metropolitan  New 
York,  with  a  request  for  transfer.Gep- 
phart  told  GCN  that  the  Bishop  con¬ 
fronted  him  with  his  knowledge  of  the 
pastor’s  homosexuality,  and  asked  him 
to  take  “a  vow  of  celibacy”  if  he 
wished  to  retain  his  ministry.  Gephart, 
living  at  that  time  with  his  lover,  told 
the  Bishop  that  this  was  an  impossible 
condition.  At  that  meeting  the  Bishop 
assured  Gephart  that  the  matter  would 
go  no  further  than  his  office. 

About  a  week  later,  John  Taylor,  the 
senior  pastor  of  Good  Shepherd,  in¬ 
formed  Gephart  that  the  Bishop 
wished  to  discuss  “a  serious  and  confi¬ 


dential  matter”  concerning  Gephart 
with  him,  and  asked  for  Gephart’s  per¬ 
mission  to  open  the  issue  with  the  Bish¬ 
op.  Gerphart  consented,  and  by  Febru¬ 
ary  a  meeting  was  called  with  the 
Bishop,  the  two  pastors,  and  the  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Good  Shepherd  congrega¬ 
tion  to  decide  on  a  further  course  of 
action. 

On  May  17  the  church  council, 
which  acts  as  the  board  of  directors  for 
the  parish,  met  with  the  Bishop  in  at¬ 
tendance.  Gephart  was  allowed  to  en¬ 
ter  the  meeting  after  two  hours  of 
closed  deliberation.  The  council  ques¬ 
tioned  Gephart  about  his  suitability  for 
ministry.  Questions  based  on  the  scrip¬ 
tural  condemnations  of  homosexuality 
as  “an  abomination”  and  “out  of  the 
order  of  creation”  wereposedandGep- 
hart  was  allowed  to  defend  himself. 

According  to  Gephart  the  major  is¬ 
sue  before  the  council  was  his  suitabil¬ 
ity  as  a  youth  minister.  “They  were  not 
so  much  concerned  with  the  possibility 
of  my  seducing  the  youth  as  with  what 
influence  I  would  have  over  their  de¬ 
velopment,  especially  if  it  appeared  as 


if  they  were  condoning  my  lifestyle,” 
said  Gephart.  “That  seems  to  be  the 
stumbling  block  they  just  couldn’t  get 
around.”  Members  of  the  council  in¬ 
formed  Gephart  that  they  felt  uncom¬ 
fortable  with  the  pressure  exerted  on 
them  by  Bishop  Graefe  to  resolve  the 
issue.  The  council  decided,  however,  to 
ask  for  Gephart’s  resignation,  which 
he  submitted  that  day. 

Deliberations  then  began  over  how 
to  inform  the  congregation  of  the  rea¬ 
son  for  Gephart’s  dismissal.  Gephart 
finally  persuaded  the  council  to  allow 
his  letter  of  resignation  to  be  read  to 
the  congregation.  On  June  30th  the  let¬ 
ter  was  read,  in  which  Gephart  clearly 
stated  the  reason  for  his  leaving. 
“There  was  a  great  deal  of  emotion, 
people  crying  and  everything,”  Gep¬ 
hart  stated,  “and  now  a  petition  for 
my  reinstatement  is  being  circulated 
by  the  church  youth.” 

Bishop  Graefe,  when  contacted  by 
GCN,  disagreed  with  Gephart’s  con¬ 
tention  that  he  had  confronted  the 
pastor  with  his  knowledge  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  gay  lifestyle.  “Gephart  confront¬ 


ed  me,”  said  Graefe,  and  then  the 
Bishop  refused  to  make  any  further 
comment  on  the  case.  Gephart  claims 
to  have  informed  the  Bishop  of  his  in¬ 
terest  in  and  availability  for  ministry  to 
gays  in  the  course  of  a  routine  evalua¬ 
tion  form  sent  to  Graefe,  but  insists 
that  he  never  discussed  his  own  sexual 
preference  with  his  superior. 

Gephart  was  surprised  that  the  Bish¬ 
op  had  no  comment  on  the  incident.  “I 
thought  he  would  have  more  to  say.  He 
has  taken  a  definite  position  about  the 
suitability  of  gays  for  ministry.” 

Gephart  is  now  planning  to  take  a 
secular  position  and  also  work  in 
“freelance”  ministry  with  gays  in  New 
York  City.  “The  worst  part  of  this 
whole  affair  came  between  February 
and  May,  when  I  just  waited  for  some¬ 
thing  to  happen.  After  the  process 
started  moving  it  was,  in  a  way,  very 
challenging,  and  even  fun.  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  a  great  deal  of  support  in  the 
form  of  cards  and  letters,  and  feel  that 
the  whole  affair  has  been  a  tremendous 
growing  process  for  the  congrega¬ 
tion,”  Gephart  said. 


NEWS  NOTES 
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QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"We  have  the  old  saying  that  it  is  better  to  let  a 
undred  guilty  men  go  free  rather  than  to  have  one 
mocent  man  suffer,  I  don't  know  whether  that  is 
,  ight...Why  shouldn't  we  go  on  the  theory  that  it 
might  even  be  better  to  make  a  little  sacrifice."  — 
Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  Garrett  H.  Byrne, 
quoted  in  the  Texas  Bar  Journal. 

MEN  AGAINST  SEXISM 

BOSTON  —  Men  Against  Sexism,  the  first  na¬ 
tional  men's  music  collective,  presents  an  evening 
of  song  and  celebration  on  Thursday,  Aug.  17  at  the 
Redbook^.  136  River  St.,  Cambridge.  A  unique 
chance  to  hear  and  meet  musicians  from  around 
the  country  who  are  currently  in  Boston  to  record 
their  first  album.  Showtime  is  8:00  p.m.  and  tickets 
are  $2.00  at  the  door.  Proceeds  will  go  to  defray 
production  costs  of  the  album,  which  will  be  releas¬ 
ed  in  the  fall  on  Folkways  Records. 

The  collective  is  unified  in  its  commitment  to 
replacing  a  society  which  values  male,  heter¬ 
osexual  privilege  with  one  which  is  truly  egali¬ 
tarian  with  regard  to  sex  and  sexual  orientation  as 
well  as  free  from  all  other  forms  of  oppression. 

BODY  POLITIC  DELAY 

TORONTO,  ONT  —  The  trial  of  Pink  Triangle 
Press  and  its  three  directors,  who  also  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Body  Politic  Collective,  has  been  delay¬ 
ed.  The  case  against  the  publishers  and  Edward 
Jackson,  Gerald  Hannon  and  Kenneth  Popert  will 
probably  not  be  heard  until  the  first  week  of  Jan¬ 
uary. 

The  trial  stems  from  the  raid  last  December  on 
The  Body  Politic  offices  when  police  removed  ma* 
terial  from  the  paper's  office  following  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  article  "Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men." 
The  three  collective  members  were  charged  with 
possession  of  obscene  material  for  the  purpose  of 
distribution  and  with  using  the  mails  for  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  obscene,  indecent,  immoral  or  scurrilous 
material. 

It  is  not  known  at  this  time  whether  the  gov¬ 
ernment  will  ask  for  an  indictment  against  those 
charged  or  move  by  way  of  "summary  conviction." 
The  latter  would  involve  a  quicker  resolution  of  the 
matter  and  lesser  maximum  penalties. 

ORIGINS  IN  SALEM 

SALEM,  MA  —  Origins,  the  women's  center  in 
Salem,  Mass.,  offers  health  and  counseling 
services  to  women  on  the  North  Shore.  The  services 
include  pregnancy  testing  and  related  health 
counseling,  health  education  workshops  and 
courses  with  a  "well  woman  focus,"  individual, 
group  and  family  counseling,  and  extensive 
referrals. 

An  open  discussion  group  is  held  for  women 
every  Thursday  from  7-9  p.m.  The  drop-in  center 
houses  a  library  of  feminist  literature  and 
announcements  of  local  events.  Origins  has 
published  two  health  care  pamphlets  written  by 
and  for  adolescent  women,  that  are  available  here. 
Origins  is  the  contact  point  for  the  North  Shore 
Lesbian  Community.  For  further  information, 
contact  169  Boston  St.,  Salem,  MA.  745-5873. 

NO  ANTI-GAY  REMARKS 

BOSTON  —  Police  Commissioner  Joseph  M. 
Jordan  last  week  announced  he  has  issued  direc¬ 
tives  to  various  police  commanders  ordering  that 
“derogatory  references  to  gays. ..will  not  be  toler¬ 
ated  on  the  part  of  police  officers."  In  a  letter  to 
Rep.  Barney  Frank,  Jordan  said,  "The  policy  and  at¬ 
titude  of  the  Boston  Police  Department  is  to  remain 
objective  in  the  provision  of  police  services  and  to 
avoid  the  interference  of  officers'  prejudices." 

"In  particular,"  Jordan  continued,  "the  use  of 
!  slang  terms  to  refer  to  any  minority  is  clearly  pro¬ 
hibited,  as  is  any  reference  which  explicitly  or  by 
implication  reflects  negatively  on  any  group  of  citi¬ 
zens." 

Jordan  also  stated  that  he  has  ordered  Nich¬ 
olas  Foundas,  Legal  Advisor  to  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment,  to  work  with  the  city's  Law  Department  on 
the  matter  of  expunging  arrest  and  prosecution 
records  of  persons  found  not  guilty.  Jordan  said  the 
objective  will  be  "to  formulate  a  policy  which  bal¬ 
ances  privacy  and  civil  liberties  of  all  citizens 
against  the  legitimate  interests  of  the  city  and 
state." 
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LESBIANS  WITH  CHILDREN 

KINGSTON,  MA  —  The  second  Annual  Lesbian 
Women  with  Children  Conference  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  Aug.  26  and  27  at  Feather's 
Farm  in  Kingston. 

The  Conference  begins  at  8:30  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  with  registration  held  until  9:30  a.m.  Adults  will 
be  asked  for  a  $5  donation  and  children  will  be 
admitted  free. 

A  number  of  workshops  are  planned  at  this 
year's  Conference  including,  coming  out  to  children 
and  relationships  with  daughters;  there  will  also  be 
a  workshop  for  women  thinking  of  becoming  moth¬ 
ers  and  another  on  "finding  ways  for  our  male 
children  to  be  more  welcomed  in  the  women's  com¬ 
munity."  • 

For  further  information  call  (617)  585-8826. 

RELUCTANCE  ON  PROSECUTION 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  According  to  a  recent 
study,  prosecutors  are  reluctant  to  pursue  com¬ 
plaints  of  rape  since  the  low  conviction  rate  makes 
the  cases  "not  good  for  one's  career."  The  two  year 
study,  firtanced  by  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance 
Administration,  found  that  only  one  in  four  com¬ 
plaints  results inan  arrest,  and  only  one  in  60  ends 
with  a  conviction. 

The  study  said  that  rape  was  the  most  underre¬ 
ported  crime  in  the  nation.  Police  receive  reports  of 
56,000  rapes  each  year,  but  the  actual  total  is 
"probably  closer  to  250,000,”  the  report  said. 

The  study  added  that  improved  treatment  of 
rape  victims  probably  would  increase  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  rapes  reported.  A  quarter  of  the  victims 
interviewed  were  dissatisfied  with  their  medical 
treatment,  complaining  of  delay  and  disrespect. 

BILLERICA  DEATH 

BILLERICA,  MA  —  A  20-year  old  Billerica  man 
was  found  crushed  and  beaten  to  death  in  a  rest 
area  on  Route  3  which  was  known  as  a  gay  cruising 
spot.  Brian  E.  McGarry  was  discovered  early  in  the 
morning  on  Aug.  4  by  a  stopped  motorist. 

Lt.  Col.  John  O'Donovan,  commander  of  the  in¬ 
vestigations  unit  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Police, 
told  GCN  that  there  is  conflicting  evidence  as  to 
whether  McGarry  was  the  victim  of  a  hit-and-run 
accident  or  a  homocide  victim.  "The  evidence 
shows  a  little  of  both,"  O'Donovan  said.  The  man 
had  apparently  been  run  over  several  times  by  a 
large  truck.  An  initial  autopsy  report  indicated 
cause  of  death  as  a  crushed  skull  and  chest. 

The  incident  is  under  continuing  investigation 
by  the  Middlesex  County  District  Attorney's  office, 
state,  and  Billerica  police. 

LESBIAN  CANDIDATE  IN  D.C. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Washington's  Demo¬ 
cratic  Primary  on  September  12  will  have  a  lesbian- 
feminist  listed  as  candidate  for  Delegate  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Democratic  Mid-Term  Conference,  to  be  held 
in  Memphis  this  December.  Tayloe  Ross,  a  member 
of  the  D.C.  Area  Feminist  Alliance  and  of  the  Sexu¬ 
ality  Task  Force  of  D.C.  NOW,  was  nominated  at  a 
Democratic  ward  caucus  June  20.  She  will  run  for 
Congressional  District  1,  one  of  Washington's  two 
congressional  districts. 

Ross  has  been  endorsed  by  the  D.C.  chapter  of 
Americans  for  Democratic  Action,  by  the  Gertrude 
Stein  Democratic  Club,  and  the  D.C.  Area  Feminist 
Alliance.  She  is  a  media  activist,  has  supported  af¬ 
firmative  action,  and  seeks  full  voting  representa¬ 
tion  for  Washington.  In  December  1977  she  organi¬ 
zed  a  community  coalition  on  the  sexual  abuse  of 
children,  which  presented  a  local  television  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  issue  this  June  (WDCA-TV).  She  was 
previously  co-coordinator  of  the  Gay  Media  Coali¬ 
tion  of  New  York,  and  TV  co-coordinator  for  Les¬ 
bian  Feminist  Liberation  there. 

TEACHERS  REAFFIRM  SUPPORT 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Education  Associa¬ 
tion  has  reaffirmed  its  support  of  gay  teachers.  At 
its  annual  convention,  the  NEA  passed  a  resolution 
that  stated,  "The  NEA  reaffirms  its  opposition  to 
situations  such  as  the  Briggs  Initiative  in  California 
and  the  recently  passed  law  in  Oklahoma  which 
discriminates  in  the  hiring  and  retention  of 
teachers  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation." 

The  resolution  direction  the  NEA  to  use  "any 
and  all  legal  and  legislative  means"  to  defeat  anti¬ 
gay  initiatives  and  other  discriminatory  actions. 

The  NEA  also  passed  a  resolution  at  the 
convention  suppporting  the  reproductive  freedom 
of  women  —  a  vote  in  support  of  the  right  to 
abortion. 


ABA  SAYS  NO  ON  GAY  RIGHTS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Members  of  the  American 
Bar  Association's  House  of  Delegates  voted  274-136 
on  Aug.  7  to  reject  a  resolution  putting  the  ABA  on 
record  in  favor  of  legislation  prohibiting  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  homosexuals  in  employment,  housing, 
and  public  accomodations.  It  was  the  third  time  in 
as  many  years  that  the  House  of  Delegates  has 
voted  against  such  a  resolution,  although  the  ABA 
has  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  laws 
regulating  private  sexual  conduct  between  con¬ 
senting  adults. 

The  House  of  Delegates  also  has  before  it  a 
resolution  opposing  discrimination  against  gays  in 
public  employment. 

MDC  POLICE  RESPOND 

BOSTON  —  Officials  of  the  Metropolitan  Dis¬ 
trict  Commission  (MDC)  Police  have  denied  reports 
that  plainclothes  officers  have  been  arresting  per¬ 
sons,  or  involved  in  other  clandestine  operations, 
in  the  area  of  the  Hatch  Shell  along  the  Charles 
River.  MDC  press  spokesperson  Frank  Muolo  told 
GCN  that  there  have  been  no  arrests  in  the  Lower 
Basin  District  during  the  last  three  weeks.  Regard¬ 
ing  reports  of  plainclothes  female  officers  at  the 
women's  rest  rooms,  Muolo  said  that  only  two  of 
the  MDC's  700  officers  are  women  "and  they  are 
not  assigned  to  that  area." 

THE  THORPE  AFFAIR 

LONDON  —  Britain  finds  itself  in  the  midst  of 
another  sensationalized  "sex  scandal."  The  latest 
headline-making  event  involves  former  Liberal  Par¬ 
ty  leader  Jeremy  Thorpe.  Thorpe  has  said  he  will 
not  resign  as  a  member  of  Parliament  despite  char¬ 
ges  against  him  that  he  plotted  to  kill  Norman 
Scott. 

Scott,  a  former  model,  has  alleged  that  he  had 
a  homosexual  affair  with  Thorpe,  something  the 
MP  denied. 

Thorpe  and  three  other  men  stand  accused  of 
conspiring  to  murder  Scott.  The  four  were  reman¬ 
ded  on  $10,000  bail  until  Sept.  12. 

The  charges  against  Thorpe  are  the  most  ser¬ 
ious  to  face  a  member  of  Parliament  in  modern 
times  and  the  affair  threatens  to  seriously  damage 
Liberal  Party  chances  in  the  next  election. 

GAY  PAPER  PROBLEMS 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Difficult  financial  times 
continue  to  plague  gay  and  lesbian  publications. 
Baytime s,  "a  newspaper  by  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men,"  discontinued  publication  recently  after  only 
three  issues.  The  bi-weekly  was  sold  for  a  quarter 
on  newsstands  and  avoided  sales  in  male  gay  bars 
or  baths. 

Roland  Schembari,  the  Associate  Editor  of  the 
paper,  said  the  publication  had  not  received 
enough  cash  contributions  or  income  from  adver¬ 
tising  to  produce  a  fourth  issue. 

Meanwhile,  the  San  Francisco  Gazette  has  also 
announced  that  it  would  cease  publication  after  13 
issues.  The  newspaper,  which  sold  for  15  cents, 
came  out  three  times  a  week. 

AWARD  TO  ‘OUR  RIGHT1 

CHICAGO  —  The  American  Library  Associa¬ 
tion's  Gay  Task  Force  has  given  its  Gay  Book 
Award  to  Our  Right  to  Love:  A  Lesb/an  Resource 
Book,  edited  by  Ginny  Vida  and  published  this  past 
spring  by  Prentice-Hall. 

In  presenting  the  award  for  the  ALA  Task 
Force,  Barbara  Gittings  said  the  book  "reveals  in 
pictures  and  in  words  that  lesbians  are  as  much 
whole,  healthy  and  happy  human  beings  as  any 
other  part  of  the  population." 

The  award  was  presented  at  this  year's  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  American  Library  Assn,  held  here 
recently. 

LONG  ISLAND  PHONE 

LONG  ISLAND,  NY  —  Gayphone,  the  coun¬ 
selling  and  referral  hotline  resumed  services  for 
the  community  here  on  July  18.  The  hotline  service 
has  received  full  financial  support  from  the  New 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights.  The  hotline  number  is 
(212)  665-7373  and  can  be  reached  between  the 
hours  of  8  p.m.  and  midnight,  Tuesdays  through 
Thursdays.  In  addition  to  providing  legal  and  med¬ 
ical  referrals,  the  hotline  will  also  serve  as  a 
clearing  house  for  information  on  the  Coalition's 
functions  and  activities  as  well  as  give  calendar 
listings  on  social  and  political  events. 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  in  New  Defense  Fund 


BOSTON . —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders,  Inc.  (GLAD), 
a  legal  defense  fund  for  gay  people 
sponsored  by  the  Boston/Boise  Com¬ 
mittee  has  announced  its  formation.. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  to  provide  for  the  “defense  of 
persons  arrested  for  6ay  related  of¬ 
fenses,  assist  gay  parents  in  custody 
cases  as  well  as  aid  cross  dressers, 
transvestites,  hustlers  and  other  groups 
that  are  directly  involved  in  the  gay 
community.” 

According  to  Attorney  John  Ward, 
one  of  the  three  co-directors  of  GLAD, 
the  fund  hopes  to  bring  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  suits  where  the  issues  are  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  individual  plaintiff. 
He  specifically  cited  the  recent  arrests 
at  the  Boston  Public  Library,  in  which 
over  100  men  were  charged,  and  arrests 


at  the  gay  cruise  area,  the  Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary  in  Cambridge,  as  cases  in  which 
there  were  “obvious  discriminatory” 
practices  enforced  by  police. 

Ward  told  GCN,  “There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  a  fund  like  GLAD  is  needed 
if  we  are  to  act  promptly  and  aggres¬ 
sively  to  assert  our  right  to  be  treated 
with  dignity  and  to  defend  members  of 
the  community  who  need  help.” 

“GLAD  will  work  if  we  get  a  board 
of  directors  that  is  truly  representative 
and  if  we  get  the  financial  backing,” 
Ward  said. 

Rev.  Edward  Hougen,  the  acting 
President  and  Co-Director  of  GLAD, 
said  the  group  is  a  gay  version  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  He 
added,  “We  are  trying  to  get  a  struc¬ 
ture  in  the  gay  community  through 
providing  legal  action  on  gay  rights  is- 


Rev.  Edward  Hougen 


sues.” 

Hougen  told  GCN,  “This  does  not 


mean  that  we  will  provide  legal  help  to 
every  single  gay  person  who  needs  it.” 
The  organization  hopes  to  raise  funds 
for  those  cases  of  particular  interest  to 
the  gay  community. 

The  fund’s  temporary  director  along 
with  Ward  and  Hougen  is  Susan 
Rosen,  Director  of  the  Homophile 
Community  Health  Service.  Robert 
Stevens,  a  member  of  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  in  Boston,  is  the 
temporary  treasurer. 

A  meeting  to  choose  directors  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  Sept.  30  at  1  p.m.  at 
the  Old  West  Church,  Cambridge  St., 
Boston.  Persons  interested  in  serving 
on  the  board  should  contact  John 
Ward  at  426-2020. 

Contributions  to  GLAD  may  be  sent 
to  Robert  Stevens,  Treasurer,  c/o 
MCC,  131  Cambridge  St.,  Boston. 


Bryant  Plans  Major  Help  in  Seattle  and  ‘Family’  Television  Special 


CHICAGO  —  The  latest  issue  of  the 
newsletter  for  Protect  America’s  Chil¬ 
dren  claims  that  the  organization, 
headed  by  Anita  Bryant,  will  focus  its 
work  on  the  Initiative  13  campaign  in 
Seattle  [see  p.  1]. 

The  singer  has  announced  plans  to 
raise  $100,000  for  the  Seattle  repeal 
drive.  That  drive  is  being  spearheaded 
by  a  group  called  Save  Our  Moral 
Ethics  (SOME).  The  Bryant  newsletter 
urges  a  special  election  on  the  issue  of 
repeal  of  the  anti-discrimination  law  in 
Seattle,  “because  this  kind  of  issue  gets 
buried  in  a  general  election.” 

Besides  the  campaign  in  Seattle,  Bry¬ 
ant  also  revealed  that  she  is  planning  a 


“national  telephone  hotline  and  Chris¬ 
tian  counseling  center  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tend  both  spiritual  and  clinical  help  to 
homosexuals.” 

Bryant  says  that  the  need  for  such  a 
center  has  been  demonstrated  “by  the 
large  number  of  letters  from  homo¬ 
sexuals  requesting  help”  from  her. 

In  another  recent  development, 
Bryant  has  announced  plans  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  two-hour  television  special  “on 
why  America  needs  to  return  to  the 
God-given  ways  so  respected  by  our 
founding  fathers.”  She  has  mailed  a 
letter  to  her  supporters  requesting  do¬ 
nations  for  the  program. 

The  planned  television  program. 


which  has  not  been  set  for  any  specific 
air  date,  will  be  called  “The  Anita  Bry¬ 
ant  Family  Special.”  Bryant  also  did 
not  state  whether  the  projected  special 
could  be  aired  on  the  regular  com¬ 
mercial  networks  or,  in  fact,  have  to 
end  up  being  broadcast  on  a  religious 
station  network. 

Bryant  has  not  been  on  a  nationwide 
television  program  since  the  defeat  of 
the  gay  rights  measure  in  Dade  County 
early  last  year.  Her  recent  appearances 
have  been  limited  to  news  programs, 
religious  shows  and  her  orange  juice 
commercials  for  the  Florida  Citrus 
Commission. 

The  mailing  received  by  supporters 


of  Bryant  does  not  give  a  budget  for 
the  “special”  although  she  writes 
about  a  major  impact  from  it. 
“Imagine  the  impact  of  such  a  show, 
families  will  gather  together  in  front  of 
their  TV  sets  and  for  two  hours  explore 
with  me  through  songs  and  dialogue 
the  land  of  the  free  —  and  the  home  of 
the  brave,”  she  writes. 

The  show  will,  Bryant  says,  help 
America  “return  to  good  clean  fun 
that  is  honorable  in  God’s  eyes”  and 
make  it  possible  to  achieve  “the  good 
old  traditions  like  motherhood,  base¬ 
ball,  hotdogs  and  apple  pie.” 


A  Commentary:  Regulating  Boston’s  Juice  Bars  and  Their  Activities 

By  David  Brill 


BOSTON  —  When  The  Other  Side 
re-opened  in  June  as  an  all-night  “juice 
bar”  and  disco,  it§  owner  —  there  seem 
to  be  several  of  them,  all  quite  elusive 
—  probably  had  no  idea  their  business 
venture  would  spur  such  excitement  in 
as  many  branches  of  city  government 
as  it  did.  Residents  of  the  Bay  Village, 
who  thought  they  had  seen  the  last  of 
all-night  mayhem  nearly  two  years  ago, 
found  they  had  thought  wrong. 

“There’s  now  no  doubt  in  my 
mind,”  said  Winchester  Street  resident 
Ann  Richards,  “that  this  is  a  personal 
vendetta  of  Henry  Vara  against  the 
Bay  Village.” 

To  date,  more  than  a  dozen  police 
complaints  have  been  filed  with  the 
Boston  Licensing  Board  against  the  es¬ 
tablishment.  Bay  Village  residents  have 
been  forced  to  pool  their  own  financial 
resources  to  retain  legal  counsel  in  their 
efforts  to  sleep  at  night.  The  city  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  a  temporary  restrain¬ 
ing  order  last  week  in  Suffolk  Superior 
Court  closing  the  club  at  2  a.m.  under 
the  common  law  prohibiting  “nui¬ 


sance”  violations.  And  the  Licensing 
Board  has  been  forced  to  promulgate 
five  pages  ‘of  new  regulations  for 
“Non-Intoxicating  Beverages  Li¬ 
censes.” 

How  did  Vara  do  it? 

He  did  it  by  not  using  the  liquor  li¬ 
cense  issued  to  Profile  Lounges,  Inc. 
(corporate  name  for  The  O.S.),  and -as¬ 
serting  that  the  Licensing  Board  there¬ 
fore  had  no  authority  to  intervene.  On 
August  2,  the  Board  voted  to  indefin¬ 
itely  suspend  Profile’s  license  (Profile 
filed  for  bankruptcy  nearly  two  years 
ago  in  an  effort  to  frustrate  the  city’s 
regulatory  powers;  no  one  would  sug¬ 
gest  Vara  is  bankrupt),  which  didn’t 
change  things  in  Bay  Village  since 
Vara  claims  the  place  is  being  leased  to 
James  Olson  and  Backgammon,  Inc. 

The  noise  in  Bay  Village  is  worse 
than  it  was  threee  years  ago  because 
(especially  if  the  temporary  restraining 
order  is  set  aside)  the  club  wants  to 
operate  all  night.  Early-morning  risers 
are  afraid  to  leave  the  house  for  work, 
property  values  are  declining  (unusual 
for  homes  in  such  a  prime  location), 


and  people  are  moving  out. 

The  Licensing  Board’s  new  regula¬ 
tions  require  places  like  The  O.S., 
(which  is  hardly  gay)  as  well  as  the 
newer  Loft  21  on  Stanhope  Street 
(which  is  gay  and  quite  pleasant)  to  ap¬ 
ply  for  a  special  Non-Intoxicating  Bev¬ 
erages  License  before  opening.  Enter¬ 
tainment  is  prohibited  unless  the  es¬ 
tablishment  has  an  entertainment  li¬ 
cense,  also  issued  by  the  Board.  And 
patrons  may  not  bring  their  own  liquor 
into  such  places.  (This  last  provision 
came  about  after  Board  chairperson 
Andrea  Gargiulo  got  a  look  at  an  ad 
for  The  O.S.  in  a  recent  issue  of  Es¬ 
planade,  inviting  prospective  custom¬ 
ers  to  bring  their  own  “mixers.”) 

In  Suffolk  Superior  Court  last  Mon¬ 
day,  Vara’s  longtime  lawyer,  Francis  J. 
DiMento,  in  his  characteristically  ener¬ 
getic  fashion,  argued  that  downtown 
residents  must  learn  to  live  with  night¬ 
clubs  because  Boston  wants  to  be  a 
convention  city.  (DiMento’s  presence 
in  the  courtroom  —  along  with  three 
other  lawyers  as  well  as  Vara  aides 
Frank  Cashman  and  Donald  Richard 


—  served  only  to  confuse  Judge  Joseph 
Nolan  even  more.  Is  this  a  Vara  opera¬ 
tion  or  is  it  not?) 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  has  pleaded  with 
the  police  to  notice  the  important  dif¬ 
ference  between  The  O.S.  (which 
abutts  a  residential  neighborhood(  and 
the  Loft  21  (which  is,  incredibly,  right 
next-door  to  Police  Headquarters). 
“The  only  ones  kept  awake  by  the 
Loft,”  he  said,  “are  the  police.  And 
they’re  supposed  to  be  awake  any¬ 
way.” 

Meanwhile,  Bostonians  looking  for 
some  good,  all-night  entertainment 
with  alcoholic  beverages  have  one  al¬ 
ternative.  They  can  visit  New  York, 
where  the  temperance  movement  died 
forty  years  ago. 

At  press  time,  GCN  was  informed  by 
Licensing  Board  Executive  Secretary 
Jerry  Vento  that  only  one  juice  bar  — 
Loft  21  —  had  met  the  5  p.m.  deadline 
for  filing  for  the  special  Non-Intoxicat¬ 
ing  Beverage  license,  on  August  9. 


/ 

Nation’s  First  Gay  Physicians  Organization  Formed  in  California 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  More  than 
200  San  Francisco  area  physicians  have 
formed  the  nation’s  first  formal  or¬ 
ganization  of  gay  doctors,  according  to 
a  recent  article  in  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  The  group  was  organized 
primarily  to  improve  the  quality  of 
medical  care  for  gay  patients,  although 
the  group’s  president.  Dr.  David  Kess¬ 
ler,  says  “the  most  important  value  of 
the  organization  is  its  very  existence.” 

The  idea  for  Bay  Area  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights  came  from  Dr.  Bill 
Owen,  a  clinical  instructor  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California’s  San  Francisco 
Medical  Center,  who  felt  that  most 
straight  doctors  hadn’t  been  trained  to 
look  for  certain  diseases  that  gay  pa¬ 
tients  encounter,  and  that  an  educa¬ 


tional  program  was  needed.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  some  doctors  —  gay  and  straight 
—  feel  so  uncomfortable  with  gay  pa¬ 
tients  that  it  spoiled  their  doctor-pa¬ 
tient  relationship,  he  added.  Also, 
many  gay  patients  prefer  gay  doctors 
but  have  difficulty  finding  them.  The 
organization  has  programs  designed  to 
meet  all  three  of  these  problems,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  programs  monitoring  legisla¬ 
tion  and  fair  hiring  practices. 

Except  for  one  sympathetic  straight 
male  doctor,  all  members  of  the  group 
are  gay  —  including  a  dozen  women. 
Members’  names  are  private  for  those 
who  wish. 

The  group’s  members  were  recently 
active  in  lobbying  San  Francisco 
Mayor  George  Monscone  and  the 


Board  of  Supervisors  to  restore  pro¬ 
posed  cutbacks  in  funds  for  the  city- 
funded  venereal  disease  clinic  made  ne¬ 
cessary  by. the  passage  of  Proposition 
13.  The  lobbying  was  successful. 

The  group’s  education  committee 
has  a  project  designed  to  inform  non¬ 
gay  physicians  about  special  diseases 
gays  often  encounter  which  might  be 
overlooked  by  routine  examinations. 

“For  example,  if  a  patient  has  ab¬ 
dominal  pain  and  diarrhea,  a  physician 
would  know  to  check  for  viral  disease 
or  appendicitis,”  Owen  said.  “But  if 
the  patient  is  gay,  the  disease  could  al¬ 
so  be  giardiasis  —  which  most  doctors 
would  never  suspect  since  they  were 
taught  this  parasitic  disease  is  found 
only  among  skiers  in  Aspen,  Colorado, 


and  among  visitors  to  Leningrad  [See 
GCN,  July  29,  1978].  The  fact  is, 
though,  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 
common  in  San  Francisco,  and  most 
doctors  don’t  know  to  look  for  it.” 

The  group  first  went  public  by 
marching  in  this  year’s  Gay  Freedom 
Day  parade.  “I’ve  had  no  specific  ad¬ 
verse  reaction  to  my  disclosure,”  said 
Kessler,  who  is  48.  “In  fact,  many  peo¬ 
ple  have  come  up  to  congratulate  me. 
But  the  other  response,  from  some  of 
my  colleagues,  has  been  silence  —  as  if 
it  didn’t  happen.” 

Bay  Area  Physicians  for  Human 
Rights  also  operates  a  referral  service 
which  matches  gay  patients  and  their 
symptoms  with  gay  doctors.  For 
information  call  (415)  673-3189. 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should 
be  typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names 
will  be  withheld  on  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


no  return  to  the 
closet 

To  the  Editors: 

Kenneth  Ramandine’s  article  in  the  July  15 
Forum  was  frightening.  Our  enemies  want  us  to 
“wait  for  conservatism  to  abate  and  a  more 
liberal  climate  to  take  effect.”  How  does  Mr. 
Ramandine  think  a  “more  liberal  climate  (will) 
take  effect”  unless  people  —  including  us  — 
work  for  it?  And  what  does  he  think  most  gay 
people  have  been  doing  all  along,  but  “fitting 
into  the  mainstream”?  What  he  is  calling  for  is  a 
mass  return  to  the  closet. 

He  says  “we  should  go  about  our  jobs,  our 
family  lives,  our  socializing  as  normal  people.” 
In  this  society,  Mr.  Ramandine,  to  be  normal  is 
to  be  straight.  I  would  like  nothing  better  than  to 
go  about  my  job,  my  family  life,  my  socializing 
as  though  being  gay  were  normal,  and  this  is 
what  I  try  to  do.  But  even  though  1  live  in  a 
university  community  which  is  much  more  liberal 
than  most  American  towns,  I  am  reminded  every 
day  that  the  society  in  which  1  live  does  not 
consider  me  normal  and  would  indeed  prefer  that 
I  didn’t  exist.  1  doubt  1  could  enjoy  the 
considerable  (if  insufficient)  freedom  I  enjoy 
here  in  most  of  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Ramandine  asks,  “Do  straight  people  go 
around  informing  us  that  they’re  straight?”  This 
is  incredibly  naive.  Of  course  they  do.  They  talk 
incessantly  about  their  husbands,  their  wives, 
their  children,  their  boy-  and  girlfriends.  They 
compare  notes  about  good-looking  members  of 
the  opposite  sex  on  the  job,  on  the  street,  in  the 
media.  They  hold  hands,  embrace,  in  public. 
They  publish  their  engagements,  their  marriages, 
their  births,  for  the  whole  world  to  see.  If  we  do 
this  sort  of  thing,  it  is  called  “flaunting.”  But 
how  can  their  behavior  look  like  anything  else  to 
a  gay  person  who  never  says  a  public  or  social 
word  about  his/her  relationships? 

Mr.  Ramandine  asks,  “Why  not  just  keep  our 
private  lives  private  and  leave  sexual  matters  for 
the  bedroom?”  This  is  a  canard  which  the  gay 
movement  (including  me,  I  confess)  has  helped 
to  spread.  The  reality  is  that  sexual  matters  do 
not  confine  themselves  to  the  bedroom.  Sexuality 
is  not  private  (except  for  solitary  masturbation), 
it  is  social.  In  courtship  and  in  our  relationships 
we  must  deal  with  other  people.  If  we  go  about 
our  family  lives  and  socializing  as  normal 
people,  as  Mr.  Ramandine  advocates,  we  will 
talk  openly  and  casually  about  our  relationships; 
we’ll  look  openly  and  humanely  for  partners 
everywhere,  not  just  in  the  gay  ghetto.  But  to  do 
this  is  exactly  what  Mr.  Ramandine  would  dis¬ 
courage,  if  1  understand  him  correctly. 

Mr.  Ramandine  says,  “Straight  people  are 
tired  of  being  bombarded  with  rhetoric  about 
gay  pride,  about  gay  lifestyles,  gay  liberaton,  gay 
rights,  gay  bars  .  .  .  and  so  am  1!”  The  first  thing 
Mr.  Ramandine  might  do  to  avoid  bombard¬ 
ment,  I’d  suggest,  would  be  to  stop  reading 
GCN.  As  for  straight  people,  they  wouldn’t  have 
to  hear  about  them  if  they  would  let  us  have  our 
rights.  We  are  a  minority,  of  course,  and  we 
always  will  be.  If  we  give  up  our  struggle  now, 
we’ll  lose  all  we’ve  gained  —  exactly  what  Mr. 
Ramandine  warns  will  happen  if  we  don’t  give 
up.  So  what  have  we  got  to  lose?  Statements  like 
Mr.  Ramandine’s  are  the  best  proof  that  Pride 
marches  are  still  valid,  and  will  continue  to  be 
until  we  have  won  our  rights. 

Duncan  Mitchel 
Bloomington,  IN 


gay  prisoners' 
support 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  being  written  to  inform  as  many 
people  as  possible  of  our  existence  within  the 
Menard  Correctional  Center.  We  are  not  into 
complete  operating  capacity  as  yet,  but  hope  to 
be  as  soon  as  funds  are  available  to  operate  the 
programs  we  had  intended  to  provide  for  our 
membership,  as  well  as  those  gay  and  non-gay  in¬ 
mates,  who  still  support  our  efforts  and  all  that 
we  stand  for. 

We  also  lack  outside  sponsorship,  but  will  gain 
that  from  outside  gay-oriented  groups  we  have 
contacted.  The  National  Gay  Task  Force  has  al¬ 
ready  promised  to  assist  with  our  forming  of  this 
organization  and  is  now  distributing  information 
to  other  gay,  non-gay,  and  local  state  agencies 
who  can  act  as  advocates  for  us  with  the  state. 

Even  with  this  type  of  support,  we  still  need 
the  help  of  the  media  so  as  to  become  recognized 
by  everybody  we  can  reach.  We  encourage  the 
support  of  any  person  who  would  like  to  see  this 
organization  thrive  and  act  on  behalf  of  the  in¬ 
carcerated  gay  population.  Remember,  just  be¬ 
cause  we  are  in  prison,  that  doesn’t  mean  that  we 
have  stopped  being  gay,  and  this  is  enough  to 
spark  concern  in  those  who  still  consider  us 
brothers  and  sisters  (women’s  prisons).  We  en¬ 
courage  those  to  show  their  concern  for  us  by 
writing  letters  to  the  Illinois  State  Dept,  of  Cor¬ 
rections  and  to  join  in  our  lobbying  efforts  to  be¬ 
come  a  recognized  legal  and  charitable  organiza¬ 
tion  operating  within  the  Menard  State  Prison. 
These  are  days  of  rough  weather  for  those  gays  in 
prison,  and  we  feel  that  if  we  can’t  do  something 
then  nothingsvill  be  done  voluntarily  by  the  ad¬ 


ministrators  of  this  prison  or  any  other  prison  in 
Illinois,  as  well  as  those  outside  the  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  Share  your  concern  and  get  your  friends  to 
join  in  with  the  struggle  now. 

I  would  also  like  to  say  that  we  have  exper¬ 
ienced  the  loss  of  another  legal  organization  that 
had  been  intended  to  operate  within  this  prison: 
The  Prisoner’s  Rights  Organization  for  the  Li¬ 
quidation  and  Arbitration  of  Wrongs,  Inc..  This, 
also  was  a  non-profit  corporation  chartered  un¬ 
der  the  Non-Profit  Corp.  Act  of  IL,  it  died  from 
lack  of  interest  from  those  outside  the  prison 
when  the  going  got  tough.  The  administration 
harassed  the  directors  and  kept  them  separated 
whenever  possible  and  eventually  put  an  end  to 
their  weekly  board  meetings  held  in  the  guard 
hall  with  their  attorneys.  Now,  the  whole  organ¬ 
ization  has  been  liquidated  and  all  assets  distrib¬ 
uted. 

Pledge  your  support  for  our  aims  and  goals, 
which  you  can  learn  more  about  by  contacting 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  407  So.  Dearborn 
St.,  Suite  1000,  Chicago,  IL  60605,  or  New  York 
Gay  Prisoner’s  Support,  P.O.  Box  2,  Village 
Station,  N.Y.C.,  NY  10014. 

In  Gay  Struggle, 

D.  S.  Faulkner 
Menard,  IL 

pro  p'town 

Dear  GCN: 

Contrary  to  any  misinformation  and/or  dero¬ 
gatory  rhetoric  you  may  have  read  about  Pro- 
vincetown,  let  me  inform  you  that  Provincetown 
is  alive,  gay  and  well  and  living  in  Massachusetts. 

It  seems  that  many  homophile  Bostonians 
don’t  patronize  Provincetown  for  various  rea¬ 
sons.  Wake-up  you  homophile  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters.  You  have  a  great  resort  in  your  own  back¬ 
yard  or  is  the  grass  greener  in  Ireland  and  Italy, 
where  the  closets  are  smaller  and  deeper. 

R.  Kirk 
Provincetown 
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distorted 

generalizations 

Dear  Friends: 

In  recent  weeks,  there  have  been  an  article  by 
Mitzel  and  a  Speaking  Out  piece  by  Tom  Reeves 
which  have  both  dealt  with  lawyers,  the  courts, 
and  the  legal  establishment,  especially  in  regard 
to  the  ‘Revere’  and  ‘Library’  cases.  I  believe  the 
opinions  they  expressed  require  a  reply. 

The  blanket  condemnation  of  lawyers  and  the 
judicial  system  offered  by  both  writers  seems  to 
me  to  be  both  unwarranted  and  unwise.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true  that  there  have  been  abuses;  it  is  also 
true  that  both  individual  lawyers  and  the  judicial 
system  have  been,  in  some  cases,  on  the  side  of 
gay  rights.  The  issues  here,  and  the  implications 
for  our  cause,  are  too  complex  to  allow  a  simple 
dismissal  of  all  lawyers  as  scoundrels,  or  of  the 
legal  system  as  an  implacable  enemy. 

For  instance,  the  Fourth  District  Court  here  in 
California  recently  ruled,  in  the  Martinez  case, 
that  discharge  from  the  Navy  solely  on  the 
grounds  of  homosexuality  was  not  permissable. 
The  U.S  Supreme  Court  upheld  a  ruling  that  the 
University  of  Missouri  could  not  deny  recog¬ 
nition  to  a  campus  gay  group.  And  the  Florida 
State  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  admission  to  the 
bar  could  not  be  denied  to  an  applicant  on  the 
grounds  of  admitted  homosexuality. 

Individual  lawyers,  too,  do  not  fit  the  image 
projected  in  these  two  articles.  The  ACLU  has 
thus  far  taken  on  more  than  120  cases  involving 
gay  rights;  the  lawyers  who  fight  these  cases  do 
so  without  compensation.  The  Gay  Center  here 
in  San  Diego  has  a  legal  referral  program  which 
has  helped  hundreds  of  persons  both  by  advising 
them  of  their  rights  and  by  referral  to  sympathe¬ 
tic  attorneys. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  present  an  exhaustive 
list,  but  only  to  show  that  the  generalizations 
made  by  Mitzel  and  Reeves  are  distortions.  Such 
distortions  are,  it  seems  to  me,  unwise  and  can 
only  harm  our  fight.  Civil  rights  for  gay  people 
will  become  a  legal  reality  long  before  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  people  are  willing  to  grant  them  to  us. 
We  will  need  to  work  with  lawyers  who  are  our 
friends  within  the  system  as  it  exists,  to  use  it 
where  possible  and  change  it  where  necessary,  to 
achieve  our  goal.  Irrational  condemnations  will 
not  help  to  gain  us  the  support  we  need. 

Finally,  I  must  also  state  my  concern  that 
GCN  chose  to  print  Mitzel’s  piece  as  if  it  were  a 
news  article.  It  was,  like  Speaking  Out  pieces, 
clearly  an  opinion  piece  and  should  have  been 
labeled  as  such. 

I  also  want  you  to  know  that,  even  here  on  the 
other  side  of  the  country,  GCN  is  an  important 
source  of  news  and  opinion.  Keep  it  up  —  we 
need  you! 

Sincerely, 

Richard  Burhenne 
San  Diego,  CA 

VACATION  —  We’re  going  on  a 
desperately  needed  vacation  during  the 
last  week  of  August  and  so  GCN  offi¬ 
ces  will  be  closed  Aug.  21-23.  There 
§  will  not  be  a  paper  that  week,  but  we 
promise  we  will  be  better  than  ever  the 
5j  following  week.  The  paper  which  goes 
s  on  sale  Aug.  21  will  be  double  dated 
®  Aug.  26  /  Sept.  2. 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  part  time  ad  sales  rep  to 
work  primarily  at  night.  20% 
commission.  Contact  Tim  or 
Richard  at  426-4469. 


The  above  thermometer  will  weekly  show  GCN’s  progress 
towards  solvency  in  1978.  The  main  source  of  additional 
income  \\  ill  be  generated  by  a  scries  of  benefits.  You  can 
contribute  simply  by  attending.  If  you  are  unable  to  attend 
or  wish  lo  make  a  larger  donation  we  arc  also  encouraging 
people  to  send  contributions  to: 

SOLVENCY  ’78 
GCN 

22  BROMFIELD  ST. 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02108 


Please  Support  the  Community 
Support  Fund  with  Pledges 
c/o  GCN  Box  CSF 
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SPEAKING  OUT 

Rosa  Von  Praunheim’s  Film  Is  Destructive 


The  following  is  the  author’s  reaction  to  the  Boston/Boise  benefit  showing 
(July  20)  of  the  film  “ It  Is  Not  the  Homosexual  Who  “is  Perverse,  But  the  Situation 
in  Which  He  Lives.  ”  The  director  of  the  film,  Rosa  Von  Praunheim,  appeared  at 
the  showing. 

By  Demian 

The  film  title  implies  it  is  a  radical  gay  male  liberation  film.  Perhaps  it  is,  with¬ 
in  the  context  of  absolute  silence  on  gay  issues  on  the  German  public  TV  for  which 
it  was  created.  But  hostile,  moralizingly  aggressive,  amateurish  productions  that 
perpetrate  stereotypes  may  not  be  better  than  no  film  at  all. 

As  the  bulk  of  the  film  depicted  the  fantasy  of  the  downward  spiral  of  gay 
male  life-style,  seeing  the  film  was  like  watching  a  gay  Reefer  Madness.  The  very 
end  of  the  film  offered  liberation  pedantry  as  saving  grace  from  the  bowels  of  he¬ 
donism,  deception  and  self-hate. 

At  the  benefit  showing  the  film  elicited  much  audience  laughter.  Occasionally 
the  laughter  was  an  expression  of  the  discomfort  of  seeing  our  own,  or  someone 
else’s,  reflection  on  the  screen.  Primarily  the  laughter  was  a  direct  result  of  seeing 
the  portrayal  of  narrow  stereotypes  and  images,  which  are  in  direct  contradiction 
to  our  everyday  experience.  The  amount  of  truth  seen  in  stereotypes  is  perhaps  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  internalized  oppression  experienced  by  the 
viewer. 

The  film  showed  only  those  few  gay  men  who  are  visible  and  patronize  gay  or¬ 
iented  business.  They  were  all  middle  class  and  only  one  person  of  color,  who  was 
in  a  dancing  sequence.  The  only  women  in  the  film  were  patrons  of  the  “low  life” 
bars  and  may  not  have  been  women  but  transvestites. 

The  film  follows  “Daniel”  through  various  stages  of  Young  Man:  (1)  dis¬ 
covers  he  has  homosexual  leanings;  (2)  falls  in  love  with  another  man;  (3)  falls  out 
of  love;  (4)  substitutes  tricking  for  love;  (5)  becomes  involved  with  various  gay  sub¬ 
cultures,  as  well  as  increasingly  alienated  and  lost;  and  (6)  gets  a  consciousness  lec¬ 
ture  from  a  liberated  male  communal  group. 

The  sound  quality  is  abrasive  and  disjointed.  There  is  no  lip  synchronization. 
Dialogue  and  narration,  all  in  English  with  German  accents,  were  all  handled  off 
camera. 

The  image  quality  is  banal  and  roughly  cut.  Sometimes  cuts  within  a  scene  are 
mismatched.  There  is  little  attempt  at  dramatic  action.  Sometimes  the  film  looks 
very  stagey.  Often  it  looks  like  a  sloppy  documentation.  The  director  said  it  was  all 
staged. 

The  total  effect  of  all  this  is  an  objectified  cardboard  view  of  a  so-called  gay 
life-style,  which  included  all  the  standard  myths.  The  film  simplified  the  reasons 
for  certain  “faggot”  behavior  and  showed  the  worst  of  internalized  oppression; 
i.e.  objectification  of  one’s  self  and  other  gays,  endless  unsatisfying  sex,  duplicat¬ 
ing  the  unworkable  and  oppressive  roles  of  heterosexual  marriage,  and  affectation 
toward  fashion,  behavior  and  the  “high  society”  arts. 

Self-pity  and  self-contempt  are  not  only  depicted  but  pity  and  contempt  seem 
to  be  the  way  the  director  handled  the  gay  people  and  situations.  We  were  not 
treated  to  the  good  side  of  anyone,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  “queens,  ” 
who  the  narrator  said  were  “at  least  not  being  hypocritical,”  and  of  the  commune 
(deus  ex  machina)  scene  at  the  very  end. 

It  Is  Not  The  .  .  .  was  followed  by  a  brief  film  of  various  people  and  their 
angry  comments  on  the  film  we’d  just  seen.  The  sound  was  audible  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  time  and  contained  harsh  stops  and  starts  that  could  have  been  edited 
out.  The  image  was  of  the  “whoops-i-dropped-the-camera”  school  of  filmmaking 
with  lengthy  sections  of  black.  This  film’s  intention  seemed  to  be  to  show  the  most 
emotional  of  responses  to  It  Is  Not  The .  .  . 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  both  screenings,  someone  made  the  comment 
that  they  liked  the  non-slick  nature  of  the  films.  I  felt  manipulated  by  It  Is  Not  The 
...  as  it  was  designed  to  give  the  impression  of  a  crude  documentary.  It  is  not  a 
doc,  it  is  a  scripted  commercial  film.  It  was  commissioned  by  German  TV  and  con¬ 
forms  to  the  standards  of  European  television. 

Several  people  in  the  audience  brought  up  points  concerning  the  film’s  lack  of 
artistic  form.  The  director  insisted  that  the  form  was  unimportant  and  had  little  to 
do  with  content.  Several  people  I  talked  with  thought  that  this  was  his  first  film, 
yet  he  stated  that  he  got  the  commission,  not  because  he  was  a  gay  activist,  but  be¬ 
cause  he  was  known  as  a  filmmaker. 

Charlie  Shively  correctly  pointed  out  that  the  film  had  little  or  no  sex  in  it.  He 
said  that  the  greatest  threat  was  perceived  by  society  to  be  the  sex  act  itself.  The 
focus  on  peripheral  social  aspects  only  serves  to  dilute  and  diffuse  the  real  basic 
cultural  problem  of  homophobia. 


The  film  did  not  make  it  clear  how  society  makes  the  perverse  situation  we  live 
in.  It  did  lay  all  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  it  on  gays.  There  was  little 
mention  of  society  being  at  fault  and  needing  to  change. 

The  filmmaker  seemed  to  have  no  compassion  towards  the  people  in  the  film, 
showing  only  troubled  behavior.  When  we  see  distressed  social  behavior,  we  must 
be  more  careful  than  this  film,  to  simultaneously  see  the  human  potential.  Because 
it  is  so  overly  negative,  it  is  not  clear  gays  will  benefit  by  its  screening. 

I  do  not  want  my  parents  to  see  the  film,  nor  anyone  who  hasn’t  first  had  ed¬ 
ucation  or  exposure  to  real  life  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The  film  did  not  say  “a 
movie  about  some  of  our  lives.”  The  generalizations  formed  as  a  result  of  viewing 
would  make  my  work  of  presenting  alternatives  and  options  for  change  doubly 
hard. 

The  filmmaker  called  himself  a  provocateur  for  change.  He  did  try  hard  to 
provoke.  If  an  audience  comment  was  not  to  his  liking,  and  most  were  not,  he 
argued.  It  would  make  more  sense  to  gather  as  much  feedback  as  possible,  rather 
than  be  verbally  aggressive  toward  fresh  insights.  I  believe  the  director’s  personal 
antagonism  is  reflected  in  the  abrasive,  offensive  quality  of  the  film.  It  is  a  credit  to 
the  Boston  audience  that  they  saw  what  was  presented,  laughed  at  the  stereotypes 
and  moral  cliches,  and  spoke  out  against  them. 

The  filmmaker  said  he  wanted  out  of  the  gay  ghetto  and  voiced  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  this  audience  was  not  more  diverse.  As  it  was  a  Boston/Boise  benefit 
there  were  not  going  to  be  many  moms  ’n  dads  or  judges.  The  audience  did  con¬ 
sist  of  working  class,  middle  class,  older,  younger,  a  few  people  of  color  and  a  few 
women.  There  is  no  way  to  tell  how  many  were  non-gay.  Rather  than  criticize  that 
there  was  (perhaps)  not  enough  diversity,  I  would  prefer  to  thank  the  people  that 
came. 

When  this  film  is  viewed  by  a  largely  non-gay  audience  it  will  put  gays  on  the 
defensive,  whether  the  contents  are  viewed  as  false  or  not.  This  is  a  poor  position 
from  which  to  raise  and  engage  in  public  discussion.  The  film  is  the  antithesis  of 
pride  and  discovering  our  full  human  worth.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  film  is 
destructive  and  should  get  no  further  screenings,  particularly  by  gay  groups. 


Have  your  hair  cut  and  styled  ($12) 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


Hair  Cutting  Party 

Monday ,  A  ugust  28 
4  till  8pm 
at 


SaUmjJe^Jc 


\ otv 


for  men  and  women 
80  Charles  St. 

Boston  (Beacon  Hill)  742-0210 


DID  YOU  SEE? 


The  following  appeared  in  “The 
Eye”  column  in  the  Boston  Herald 
American  on  Friday,  July  21,  1978. 

NOISE  JOB:  New  gay  bar  Darts  in 
Copley  Square  has  cleaned  up  prob¬ 
lems  that  plagued  its  opening  days. 

Installed  is  new  soundproofing  to 
cut  the  noise  that  nearby  neighbors 
complained  of.  And  women  are  readily 
admitted. 

Among  them:  Mrs.  Winthrop  Rock¬ 
efeller  of  Arkansas,  who  came  with 
friends,  calling  in  advance  to  jump  the 
usual  long  waiting  lines. 

Rich  as  Rockefeller,  Mrs.  R  quietly 
had  a  drink  in  the  backroom.  Nonalco¬ 
holic,  chums,  Perrier  wqter,  even  as  Eye 
and  thee. 
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people  and  refreshments.  Dis¬ 
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and  stuffing.  We  do  this  every 
week;  please  come  when  you’re 
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An  Analysis:  Boston/Boise  and  the  Question  of  Statutory  Rape 


By  Bob  Rhodes 

BOSTON  —  Boston/Boise  Commit- 
ee  counsel  John  Ward  has  prepared  a 
'irst  draft  of  an  amicus  curia  memo- 
andum  for  use  in  cases  where  gay  men 
lave  been  accused  of  statutory  rape 
not  involving  force).  The  draft  has 
oeen  sent  to  attorneys  representing 
men  accused  in  the  so-called  “Revere” 
:ases  and  to  attorneys  in  similar  cases. 
It  has  also  been  sent  to  legal  and  sex 
education  groups  around  the  country. 
It  addresses  issues  related  to  the  age  of 
consent  laws,  especially  those  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

The  Committee  has  not  taken  a 
stand  on  the  age  of  consent,  but  it  ar¬ 
gues  that  present  laws  are  vague,  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  discriminatory.  The  brief 
illustrates  this  and  suggests  that  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  laws  of  consent  are  uncon¬ 
stitutional. 

Real  rape  is  forced  sexual  inter¬ 
course.  The  term  “statutory”  rape  as¬ 
sumes  that  rape  need  not  involve  force 
of  any  kind  if  the  victim  is  under  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  age  limit.  In  trying  such  cases, 
the  law  creates  a  fiction  called  a  “con¬ 
clusive”  or  “irrebuttable” 
presumption.  This  means  that  no 
evidence  regarding  consent  may  be  pre¬ 
sented  because  persons  under  age  can¬ 
not  legally  consent  to  any  sexual  act.  If 
it  is  proven  that  a  minor  has  had  a  sex¬ 
ual  relation,  the  court  must  find  that  a 
rape  has  taken  place.  In  Massachu¬ 
setts,  statutory  rape  requires  the  same 
penalties  as  real  or  forcible  rape,  five 
years  to  life. 

The  age  of  consent  is  arbitrary  and 
has  frequently  changed.  Early  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  law,  applying  only  to  fe¬ 
males,  adopted  from  England  the  age 
of  ten.  The  presumption  was  based  as 


much  on  the  gender  and  the  “inno¬ 
cence”  of  the  victim  as  on  age.  Until 
late  in  the  19th  century,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  in  Massachusetts  (and  still  is  in 
other  places)  to  prove  that  the  under¬ 
age  female  had  no  previous  sexual  ex¬ 
perience.  Since  1974,  Massachusetts 
laws  of  consent  do  not  consider  gender 
or  previous  sexual  activity. 

The  age  of  consent  is  now  16  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  with  regard  to  statutory 
rape,  but  variously  14,  18  and  even  21 
with  regard  to  the  legality  of  sexual  re¬ 
lationships. 

The  origins  of  statutory  rape  are 
thus  in  sexist  and  class  bias.  Since  the 
age  has  been  raised  to  include  persons 
past  puberty,  there  is  little  theoretical 
justification  for  the  doctine  at  all.  This 
is  especially  so  since  children  under  10 
were  assumed  in  the  1700s  and  1800s  to 
have  no  exposure  to,  or  knowledge  of, 
sex.  Teenagers  in  the  1970s  are  statisti¬ 
cally  proven  to  be  involved  in  sexual 
activities  as  often  if  not  more  often 
than  older  persons. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  arbitrary 
nature  of  the  age  of  consent  for  sex  is 
compounded  by  other  laws  regarding 
age  and  consent.  A  female  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  may  consent  to  marry  at  12, 
and  a  male  at  14,  while  any  other  form 
of  sex  is  presumed  impossible  as  a  con¬ 
sensual  act.  Young  women  may 
consent  to  abortions  and  receive  birth 
control  information  without  parental 
consent  at  age  12.  Finally,  minor  fe¬ 
males  may  actually  be  charged  as 
accomplices  in  cases  of  rape  or 
sodomy.  Such  facts  make  it  far  from 
irrebuttable  that  persons  under  16  can¬ 
not  consent  to  sex. 

By  assuming  the  “fact”  of  noncon¬ 
sent,  present  law  deprives  a  defendant 


of  his  sixth  amendment  right  “to  have 
the  jury  and  the  jury  alone  find  the 
facts  of  the  case.”  Due  process  clearly 
requires  that  the  prosecution  prove 
each  element  of  a  crime  beyond  a  rea¬ 
sonable  doubt.  Since  lack  of  consent  is 
assumed,  the  prosecutor  is  unconsti¬ 
tutionally  relieved  of  his  burden  of 
proof. 

Both  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  have  required,  especially  in 
criminal  cases,  a  “rational  connection 
between  the  fact  to  be  proven  and  the 
fact  presumed.”  The  courts  have  not 
ruled  on  criminal  statutes  imposing 
heavy  penalties  based  on  conclusive 
presumptions.  However,  they  have 
struck  down  rebuttable  presumptions 
in  certain  cases.  In  Leary,  for  example, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  struck  down  a 
statutory  presumption  because  it  could 
not  be  said  that  a  defendant  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  marijuana  was  “more  likely 
than  not  to  know  that  the  marijuana 
was  [illegally]  imported.”  The  chang¬ 
ing  sexual  mores  and  the  varying  stan¬ 
dards  for  consent  mentioned  above 
wholly  undermine  any  “rational  con¬ 
nection”  between  age  and  inability  to 
consent,  if  there  everwereone. 

Using  these  arguments,  the  South 
Dakota  Supreme  Court  in  the  Heising- 
er  case  ruled  that  the  presumption  of 
nonconsent  could  be  rebutted,  stating, 
“Although  the  legislature  may  enact 
rules  of  evidence  ...  in  criminal  cases, 
the  power  is  restricted.”  The  Boston/ 
Boise  memorandum  argues  that  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  should  decide  similarly  to  al¬ 
low  evidence  of  consent  in  each  case  in¬ 
volving  minors  in  order  to  protect  due 
process  and  other  sixth  amendment 
rights  of  defendants. 


A  final  contention  of  the  belief  is 
that  minors  have  the  right,  as  part  of 
their  privacy  rights,  to  have  consenting 
sexual  relations.  This  right  is  violated  if 
their  partners  are  to  be  convicted  auto¬ 
matically  of  rape.  In  Massachusetts, 
the  current  law  literally  would  jail  a  fif¬ 
teen  year  old  for  having  sex  with 
another  fifteen  year  old,  without  con¬ 
sidering  consent.  Although  such  a  case 
may  be  unlikely,  the  current  laws  in¬ 
jure  the  privacy  rights  of  all  persons 
under  sixteen. 

In  Balthazar  and  subsequent  cases, 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  found  that 
private  consensual  sexual  relations  be¬ 
tween  adults  were  prqtected  by  the 
right  of  privacy.  Massachusetts  and 
Supreme  Court  decisions  hold  that 
minors  as  well  as  adults  have  privacy 
rights.  These  rights  extend  to  empow¬ 
ering  them  to  consent  to  medical  op¬ 
erations  including  abortions  and  re¬ 
ceiving  contraceptives. 

Given  current  sexual  practices 
among  adolescents,  it  is  no  great  ex¬ 
tension  of  this  “zone  of  privacy”  to 
recognize  the  possibility  and  right  of 
minors  on  a  case  by  case  basis  to 
consent  to  sex.  The  state’s  valid  in¬ 
terest  to  protect  persons  who  genuinely 
lack  the  capacity  of  consent  (whether 
related  to  age  or  not)  would  remain 
and  could  be  enforced  on  the  basis  of 
evidence  presented  in  court  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  ability  to  consent  was 
present.  On  the  other  hand,  the  as¬ 
sumption  that  some  minors  can 
consent  to  sex  would  allow  them  and 
their  partners,  regardless  of  age  or  gen¬ 
der,  to  engage  in  a  highly  pleasurable 
and  deeply  human  activity  without  fear 
of  life  imprisonment  for  themselves  or 
their  partners. 
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Interview:  Former  NOW  President 


By  Tim  Cwiek 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA  —  Karen 
DeCrow,  past  president  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Organization  for  Women  and  author 
of  the  widely-acclaimed  Sexist  Justice, 
appeared  on  the  Joel  Spivak  show  July 
28  to  debate  anti-ERA  leader  Phyllis 
Schlafly. 

The  following  is  an  interview  with 
Karen  conducted  after  that  program. 
GCN:  Karen,  you  were  the  first  NOW 
president  to  tackle  gay  rights,  and 
probably  the  favorite  of  gays.  How 
does  it  feel  to  have  that  reputation? 
Karen:  I  think  what  happened  to  NOW 
when  I  was  president  was  very  healthy 
and  good.  We  had  a  resolution  reaf¬ 
firming  that  NOW  was  in  favor  of 
equality  for  gay  people  since  1971,  but 
I  guess  there  was  so  much  nervousness 
over  the  issue  —  most  NOW  members 
are  non-gay  and  therefore  homophobic 
because  we  all  grew  up  in  a  society 
that’s  homophobic  —  that  it  wasn’t 
really  handled.  I  guess  some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  led  NOW  in  the  early  days 
were  extremely  homophobic.  So  in 
1974  I  decided  three  years  was  long 
enough  to  have  a  dormant  resolution.  I 
also  felt  the  best  way  to  deal  with  the 
issue  is  to  not  make  it  something  we’re 
so  frightened  of  because  aside  from  the 
civil  rights  aspect  (of  course  we  don’t 
want  discrimination  against  any  group) 
there  was  really  important  and  un¬ 
avoidable  tie-ins  between  the  two 
movements.  Sexism  is  the  thing  that 
prevents  women  from  achieving  equal 
status  in  the  world  and  indeed  it’s  sex¬ 
ism  that  creates  most  of  the  homo¬ 
phobia  —  the  fear  of  people  not  play¬ 
ing  their  proper  sex  roles;  the  fear  of  a 
man  not  trying  to  act  like  a  man.  So  it 
was  an  issue  that  we  were  forced  to 


confront  because  lesbians  in  NOW 
were  tired  of  being  told  “You  can  do 
all  the  work  but  you  can’t  say  who  you 
are,”  which  is,  of  course,  a  humiliating 
posture.  The  out-front  lesbians  in  the 
organization  forced  the  organization  to 
confront  the  issue  and  I  felt  it  was  the 
only  thing  the  organization  could  do.  I 
believe  that  although  there  is  still  enor¬ 
mous  homophobia  in  society  and  the 
organization,  that  to  some  extent  it’s 
not  as  kosher  now  to  push  the  lesbians 
of  NOW  into  the  closet  as  it  was  three 
or  four  yearrago. 

GCN:  Yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  NOW 
the  words  “radical  lesbian”  popped  up 
a  few  times.  Do  you  think  the  general 
populace  of  NOW  realizes  that  many 
lesbians  are  conservative  in  their  pol¬ 
itics? 

Karen:  Phyllis  Schlafly  had  charged 
that  the  ERA  march  in  Washington 
was  composed  of  radicals,  lesbians  and 
federal  employees.  I  said  jokingly, 
“You  can  call  me  a  radical,  a  lesbian 
—  but  please  don’t  call  me  a  federal 
employee.”  A  lot  of  gay  people  I 
know,  female  and  male,  are  conserva¬ 
tive  —  perhaps  even  more  conservative 
than  they  would  be  if  they  were  non¬ 
gay  because  they’ve  had  such  a  hard 
struggle  in  life,  they  don’t  want  to  rock 
any  boats.  They  don’t  want  to  make 
waves  or  make  people  hate  them  any¬ 
more  than  they  would  otherwise.  I 
think  that’s  understandable.  Actually 
what  I’ve  learned  from  working  with  a 
lot  of  gay  people  over  the  last  several 
years  is  that  gay  people  are  just  like 
everyone  else.  They’re  conservative, 
radical,  good-looking,  not  good-look¬ 
ing  ...  You  know,  there’s  really  no 
stereotype. 

GCN:  As  far  as  the  ERA  struggle, 
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DeCrow  Talks  About  Gay  Issues 


when  they  bring  up  homosexual  marri¬ 
age  —  should  we  stay  in  the  back¬ 
ground  or  demand  our  rights? 

Karen:  As  far  as  an  ERA  issue,  I  don’t 
believe  it  is  one.  As  far  as  homosexual 
marriage,  I  think  that  many  people  are 
wondering  why  anyone  would  want  to 
get  married  —  heterosexual  or  homo¬ 
sexual.  I  mean,  that’s  certainly  where 
my  head  is  at.  But  if  you  point  out,  like 
I  did,  that  some  homosexuals  are  con¬ 
servative,  they  also  want  to  live  in  a 
lovely  house  in  the  suburbs  and  be  ac¬ 
cepted  just  like  everyone  else.  Other 
homosexuals,  perhaps  having  less  of 
the  traditional  things  binding  their  re¬ 
lationships,  are  exploring  new  and  cre¬ 
ative,  imaginative,  productive  kinds  of 
relationships  that  aren’t  tied  into  pos¬ 
sessiveness  and  ownership  of  property 
.  .  .  The  answer  to  will  the  ERA  bring 
homosexual  marriages  is  in  the  states 
that  have  state  ERAs.  There  isn’t 
homosexual  marriage.  When  it  goes  to 
court,  the  courts  have  not  allowed  it.  I 
mean,  I  think  that’s  a  crazy  one,  like 
women  in  combat.  Of  all  things  —  to 
not  want  an  ERA  because  homosexuals 
can  get  married. 

GCN:  So  you  see  it  as  a  non-issue? 
Karen:  People  make  it  an  issue.  .  .  . 
There’s  a  joke  somebody  said  a  couple 
of  years  ago  when  all  these  priests  were 
breaking  out  and  leaving  the  church. 
“The  only  people  who  want  to  get  mar¬ 
ried  are  nuns,  priests  and  homosex¬ 
uals.”  Everyone  else  has  their  heads 
together. 

GCN:  And  unisex  toilets.  Are  they  so 
bad? 

Karen:  Well,  that’s  sort  of  like  the 
homosexual  marriage  issue.  My  per¬ 
sonal  view  is,  I  don’t  see  men  and 
women  as  different.  You’re  a  man  I 
met  yesterday;  there’s  a  woman  I  met 
yesterday.  I  don’t  see  you  as  different 
kinds  of  people.  The  issue  of  unisex 
toilets  is  ludicrous  because  they’re  in 
most  homes,  airplanes,  trains,  etc.  And 
I’ve  lived  in  Europe  where  they  do  have 
unisex  toilets.  However  some  people 


think  it’s  horrifying.  The  thing  that  I 
think  is  so  funny  is  that  they  say  that 
we’re  all  lesbian  and  we  also  want  uni¬ 
sex  toilets.  I  think  that’s  inconsistent. 
GCN:  Are  many  men  in  NOW  gay? 
Karen:  I  never  thought  that.  There 
aren’t  many  men  in  NOW  as  I  would 
like  to  see.  The  reason  why  men  don’t 
flock  in  droves  (gay  or  non-gay)  is  that 
as  we  all  live  in  a  homophobic  society, 
we  live  in  a  sexist  society.  Whereas 
women  are  delighted  to  join  an  Or¬ 
ganization  that  is  mostly  men  —  voi 
know,  “Wow,  I  can  get  into  the  Amer 
ican  Bar  Association.”  Terrific.  Bu 
anything  that  is  a  women’s  thing  a  lot 
of  men  feel  is  somehow  passive.  Tfu 
men  who  are  in  NOW  I  think  deserve 
credit  because  they  are  ahead  of  their 
time.  Some  men  I  know  that  are  in 
NOW  are  involved  in  a  relationship 
with  a  woman  and  the  only  way  that  re¬ 
lationship  can  work  is  if  they  go  along 
her  way  and  they  get  in  not  because  of 
the  problems  of  maleness  —  they  get  in 
because  they  don’t  want  that  re¬ 
lationship  to  end.  If  a  relationship 
breaks  up,  some  leave  NOW.  Others 
realize  how  very  important  the  whole 
movement  is  to  their  own  lives  and  stay 
in. 

GCN:  What  advice  do  you  have  to  the 
gay  community? 

Karen:  I  guess  I  have  the  message  that 
sounds,  you  know,  like  the  liberal  com¬ 
ing  in  and  saying  you  should  do  some¬ 
thing.  But  one  of  the  problems  that 
I’ve  noticed  while  trying  to  work  on 
legislation  is  that  a  lot  of  members  of 
the  gay  community  (just  like  the  non¬ 
gay  community)  are  not  political. 
They  feel  somehow  it’s  not  relevant  to 
their  lives.  I  would  say  it’s  very  rele¬ 
vant,  just  like  the  women  need  ERA. 
You  can’t  clean  up  your  own  heads  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  society  that’s  sexist  and  you 
can’t  clean  up  your  own  self-hate  in  a 
society  and  be  self-actualized  as  a  gay 
person  when  the  laws  are  all  against 
you.  So  it’s  really  important.  Get  out 
of  the  bars  and  onto  the  streets! 
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NEW  YORK. 

By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  —  This  is  a  gay  self-de¬ 
fense  article  of  a  different  kind.  Musi¬ 
cally,  the  gay  community  needs  lib¬ 
eration.  It  seems  that  we  are  prisoners 
of  a  plot  called  “disco.”  Not  resorting 
to  the  stereotypes  of  opera  or  show 
tunes,  the  only  alternative  is  the  alter¬ 
native:  new  wave/punk  rock.  There¬ 
fore,  this  article/review  is  dedicated  to 
co-liberationist  and  GCN  writer  Tony 
Vitale,  whose  excellent  feature  on 
the  Tom  Robinson  Band  was  greatly 
appreciated. 

I  saw  the  sign  a  couple  of  weeks  ago 
pasted  on  the  wall  near  a  Village  record 
store.  The  large  letters  either  promised 
or  threatened,  depending  on  one’s  pro¬ 
clivities,  “Hell  in  Paradise.”  I  visual¬ 
ized  nude  bodies  writhing  together  in 
crimson  light  on  a  vast  marble  floor  be¬ 
hind  pearly  gates.  Somewhere  in  the 
distance,  a  gold  halo  floated  like  a 
wedding  ring  above  the  mass  of  bodies. 

It  was  all  too  much.  I  walked  over  to 
read  the  sign  more  closely. 

Calming  down,  I  saw  his  name: 
Richard  Hell.  Well,  a  concert  is  almost 


NEW  YORK 


as  good  as  what  I’d  imagined  and 
might  even  lead  to  the  same  thing,  es¬ 
pecially  a  concert  with  punk  rocker 
Richard  Hell  and  the  Voidoids. 

Other  groups  appearing  were  The 
Stimulators,  The  Senders,  Teenage 
Jesus  and  the  Jerks,  and  The  Contor¬ 
tions.  A  lineup  like  that  is  enough  to 
snap  your  safety  pin. 

The  event  was  presented  by  H. 
Dwytt  Thompson,  the  Grand  Opening 
of  the  Paradise  Garage  Rock  ’n  Roll 
Club  at  84  King  St.  The  Garage  is  still  a 
disco,  but  there  are  to  be  more  rock 
evenings  interspersed  with  disco  in  the 
future. 

It  was  my  first  visit  to  the  place  and  I 
was  surprised  to  find  it  really  is  a  con¬ 
verted  garage.  I  entered  through  a 
door,  which  looked  like  some  Indiana 
repair  shop,  into  a  dark  open  space. 
Beyond  that  mechanic’s  portal,  a  car¬ 
peted  ramp  at  least  50  yards  long  ex¬ 
tended  upwards  to  a  second  floor.  The 
red  lights  created  a  warm  sensual  at¬ 
mosphere  and  raised  anticipation  with 
its  contrast  to  the  street  entrance. 

A  turn  to  the  right  at  the  top  of  the 


ramp  and  I  was  inside.  Directly  ahead 
was  the  lounge  area.  I  was  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  bigger-than-life,  imita¬ 
tion  Greek  soldiers  and  women  in  a 
variety  of  sexual  acts  and,  importantly, 
represented  various  possibilities  of  acts 
between  man  and  his  fellow  man: 
suitable  subjects  for  mediation  as  one 
sits  quietly  having  a  cigarette,  too  ex¬ 
hausted  from  dancing  for  talk. 

The  high  school  gym-size  dance 
floor  was  to  the  right  of  the  lounge’s 
entrance.  It  had  a  great  sound  system 
simply  blasting  away. 

The  only  possible  disadvantage  of 
the  club  is  its  lack  of  a  bar.  You  can, 
however,  bring  your  own  booze  or 
leave  Paradise  for  a  brief  excursion 
and  make  a  purchase. 

“Rock  evening”  is  putting  it  mildly 
when  a  group  like  The  Stimulators  isthc 
opening  act.  Performing  such  numbers 
as  “Stimulation”  and  “Boston  Break¬ 
down,”  lead  singer  Patrick  Mack  is 
possessed  by  myriad  demons  as  he 
writhes  on  the  floor  singing  into  the 
microphone  or  leaps  kicking  into  the 
air.  He’s  non-stop  energy  and  may  be 
one  of  the  few  performers  who  really 
does  want  to  die  on-stage  of  a  heart 
attack. 

The  Senders  are  a  greaser-style  rock 
’n  roll  band  who  made  good  music 


from  a  more  traditional  rhythm  and 
blues  base.  Singer  Philippe  Marcay 
kept  the  audience  jumping  again  in 
“Rock  Around  the  Clock”  fashion. 

I  was  excited  to  see  Lydia  Lunch, 
lead  singer  of  Teenage  Jesus  and  the 
Jerks,  but  disappointed  that  they  only 
performed  three  numbers. Lydia  uses 
her  pouting,  nasty  little  girl  image  well. 
Maybe  she  is  nasty,  since  she  didn’t 
sing  my  favorite  number,  “Orphans.” 

James  Chance  of  the  Contortions 
loves  to  insult  the  audience,  at  times 
leaving  the  stage  to  pick  a  “fight”  with 
someone  close  at  hand.  The  typical  re¬ 
action  is  to  stay  out  of  his  reach  and 
give  him  plenty  of  room,  or  to  throw  a 
drink  in  his  face,  which  happened  sev¬ 
eral  times.  When  not  threatening  a 
fight,  rolling  on  the  floor,  or  screaming 
mean  lyrics,  he  plays  a  weird  sax.  The 
Contortions  are  a  group  to  watch, 
from  a  safe  distance. 

Slim,  sensual  Richard  Hell  radiates  a 
commanding  coolness.  He’s  the  sex 
symbol  who  helped  create  punk  and 
would  be  worth  seeing  just  standingon 
stage  doing  nothing.  What  he  does  on 
stage,  and  record,  is  fully  satisfying, 
though.  Richard  Hell  and  the  Voidoids 
are  dynamic,  innovative,  and  keep  ex¬ 
panding  the  possibilities  of  rock.  Hell 
is  paradise. 


Women’s  Issues  Becoming  Central  to  NY  Democratic  State  Primary 


ALBANY,  NY  —  The  Sept.  12  New 
York  State  Democratic  primary  is  be¬ 
ginning  to  center  on  issues  of  concern 
to  women  after  the  announced  candi¬ 
dacy  of  Dolores  Denman  for  State  At¬ 
torney  General.  Denman,  a  former 
New  York  Supreme  Court  Justice,  was 
chosen  by  Gov.  Hugh  Carey  to  run  on 
his  slate. 

There  is  some  indication  that  Carey 
made  the  choice  in  response  to  the 
candidacy  of  Mary  Anne  Krupsak  for 
governor.  Krupsak,  currently  the  Lt. 
Governor  of  New  York,  angrily  broke 
with  Carey  and  is  waging  the  primary 
battle  against  him.  Political  observers 
suggested  to  GCN  that  Carey  “was 
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forced  to  seek  a  woman  on  his  ticket” 
after  the  Krupsak  announcement. 

Both  Carey  and  Denman  have 
denied  that  her  place  on  the  ticket  came 
about  because  of  the  Krupsak  cam¬ 
paign.  At  a  recent  news  conference 
Denman  said  that  women,  “by  and 
large,  are  going  to  vote  for  Governor 
Carey,  because  he’s  been  so  responsive 
to  the  needs  of  women.” 

Denman  added  that  it  would  be 
“unrealistic”  to  say  there  is  not  a 
women’s  constituency  in  New  York 
State,  but  praised  Carey  for  appointing 
“more  women  to  office  .  .  .  than  any 
other  governor.  About  40%  of  his  ap¬ 
pointments  have  been  women.” 


In  Cambridge,  the 
Women’s  restaurant  is: 

Amaranth 
134  Hampshire  St. 
354  8371 

Lesbian  owned  and  run. 
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Behind  The  Red  Door 


That's  where  the  Gay  Health  Collective  of 
Boston  is.  At  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  16  Haviland  Street.  Gay  nurses, 
physician  assistants,  and  physicians  to  care 
for  your  medical  needs.  Supportively. 

Call  267-7573 


Apparently,  Krupsak  would  not 
agree  with  the  assessment  made  by 
Denman,  who  once  served  as  Assistant 
District  Attorney  in  Erie  County. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  New 
Women’s  Times ,  Krupsak  promised  as 
governor,  to  create  a  Status  of  Women 
Commission  which,  she  said,  would  be 
unlike  Carey’s  —  “.  .  .  [his]  arm, 
spending  much  of  the  time  promoting 
him.” 


Krupsak,  who  has  received  support 
from  the  National  Women’s  Political 
Caucus  and  the  New  York  National 
Organization  for  Women,  stated  that 
she  believes  in  “basic  human  rights” 
for  all  people.  She  told  New  Women’s 
Times  that,  if  elected,  “I  will  sign  an 
executive  order  to  protect  all  people 
from  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference  and  make  statutory  changes 
in  the  law.” 


ANNE  NICHOLS  —  registered  electrologist 
Complimentary  15  minute  Treatment  w/ Coupon 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 


jj  164  Newbury  St.,  Boston 


tuk  vv u/vilin  &  /vie  in  oy  appoimmem  omy 


i 


NOT  JUST  A  PUNT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries  — 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 

Located  in  the  Heart  of  the  New  South  End 


Flowers  and  Plants  For 
All  Occasions 


All  Major 
Credit  Cards 
^feepted 

478  Columbus  Awe.,  Boston 


Flowers  Wired 
Anywhere  In  The 
World 

Delivered  Locally 

247-3500 


ANALYSIS  INTERVIEWS 
NEWS  REVIEWS  POETRY 

.  .  .  the  oMest  lesbian  publication  in  the  U  S.  (since  1071  > 

the  largest  lesbian  publication  in  the  U  S.  ((>.700  circulation) 

.  by  and  for  the  national  lesbian,  feminist,  and  gay  communities. 

.  .  Sb.00  yr.  (6  issues).  SI 0.00  institutions,  SI. 25  sample 
.  .  for  advertizing  and  bulk  distribution  rates  write: 

TIDE  PUBLICATIONS  -  CscN 
8855  Cattaragus  Ave.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90034 
(213)  839-7254 


Page  8  •  GCN,  August  19,  1978 


Candidates  for  Suffolk  County  DA’s  Seat  Attack  Hotline 


BOSTON  —  Each  of  Suffolk  Coun¬ 
ty  District  Attorney  Garrett  H.  Byrne's 
primary  opponents  has  criticized  Byrne 
for  the  instituting  of  a  “hotline”  — 
since  dismantled  —  to  telephone  in 
anonymous  tips  about  gay  men. 
Boston  City  Councillor  Christopher 
Ianella  and  former  Assistant  D.A. 
Newman  Flannagan  made  the  remarks 
in  response  to  questions  at  a  candidates 
night  on  August  3  sponsored  by  the 
Ward  Five  Democratic  Committee. 

Flannagan,  whose  campaign  litera¬ 
ture  boasts  of  how  many  “prostitutes 
and  peddlers  of  filth”  he  has  sent  to 


prison,  said  that  street  crime  should  be 
the  major  object  of  the  D.A.’s  efforts. 
“Anyone  who  violates  the  law,  who  is 
against  the  public  interest,  must  be 
prosecuted,”  said  48-year-old  Flan¬ 
nagan. 

He  added,  “But  I  will  not  harass  any 
community.”  Asked  specifically  for 
his  opinion  on  Byrne’s  defunct  “hot¬ 
line,”  Flannagan  responded,  “I  think 
the  hotline  was  harassment.”  Flan¬ 
nagan  distributed  a  letter  of  endorse¬ 
ment  from  Boston  lawyer  William  P. 
Homans,  a  prominent  civil  liberties  at¬ 
torney. 


Ianella  began  his  remarks  by  quoting 
a  statement  made  by  Byrne  in  the  Tex¬ 
as  Bar  Journal  [See  Page  2]  and  cited 
Ella  Ellison  as  an  example  of  a  victim 
of  an  over-zealous  prosecution.  He 
compared  the  81 -year-old  Byrne,  who 
has  been  in  the  D.A.’s  office  since 
1930,  to  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  and  warned 
that  “Byrne  may  have  a  dossier  on 
everyone  in  this  room.” 

Asked  whether  he  thought  there  was 
political  aggrandizement  on  Byrne’s 
part  due  to  the  so-called  “Revere  sex¬ 
ring,”  Ianella  charged  that  the  D.A.’s 
office  “comes  alive  just  before  the 


election.”  He  said  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  having  “outside 
people”  run  the  D.A.’s  office  in  a 
more  neutral  fashion,  and  called  the 
hotline  “an  absolutely  disgraceful  cir¬ 
cumstance.” 

After  each  candidate  spoke,  the 
committee  members  voted  on  endorse¬ 
ments.  Ianella  received  ten  votes,  while 
Byrne  received  four,  and  four  other 
members  abstained.  Thus,  although 
Ianella  received  a  majority,  he  failed  to 
gather  the  necessary  two-thirds  for  en¬ 
dorsement. 


PINES  ENDORSED  BY  CPPAX  — 
State  Rep.  Lois  G.  Pines  of  Newton 
was  endorsed  last  week  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  nomination  for  Secretary  of 
State  by  Citizens  for  Participation  in 
Political  Action  (CCPAX),  the  leading 
statewide  liberal  political  organization. 
Pines  has  been  a  sponsor  and  supporter 
of  gay  rights  and  women’s  rights  leg¬ 
islation  since  her  election  to  the  House 
in  1972. 
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Ban  on  Medicaid  Abortion  Payments  Overturned 


By  Lisa  Nussbaum 

BOSTON  —  Abortion  rights  advo¬ 
cates  won  a  victory  in  court  last  week. 
The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  in  Boston 
ordered  the  State  Welfare  Department 
to  reinstate  abortion  payments  to 
Medicaid  recipients  whose  doctors  de¬ 
termine  the  need  for  an  abortion. 

The  order,  a  2-0  decision,  overturns 
a  previous  decision  by  U.S.  District 
Judge  Andrew  A.  Caffrey  and  sets 
aside  state  restrictions  on  Medicaid 
abortions,  pending  another  court  hear¬ 
ing  set  for  Sept.  6. 

Caffrey  made  an  earlier  though  less 
encompassing  change  in  state  law 
based  on  the  law’s  conformance  to  the 
wording  of  the  federal  Hyde  Amend¬ 
ment  (a  bill  which  sets  forth  limits  on 
federal  funding  for  abortion).  In 
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addition  to  requiring  state  payment  for 
victims  of  rape  and  incest  and  in  life- 
threatening  situations,  Caffrey’s 
change  allowed  for  payment  in  cases 
where  a  woman  might  otherwise  suffer 
severe  and  prolonged  impairment  of 
her  physical  health. 

The  latest  ruling  from  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  however,  carries  eligibility 
for  payment  one  step  further  in  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  need  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  mental  as  well  as  physical 
health.  While,  as  before,  there  must  be 
a  demonstrated  physical  need  for  the 
abortion,  a  concern  for  mental  health 
can  also  legitimately  influence  the  deci¬ 
sion. 

Said  the  court  via  Judge  Hugh 
Bownes’ written  opinion,  “The  injunc¬ 
tion  issued  by  the  district  court 
[embodied  in  Caffrey’s  decision]  is 
modified  to  require  the  [state]  to 
provide  funding  for  abortions  to  all 
Medicaid-eligible  pregnant  women 
who  desire  to  obtain  an  abortion  and 
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for  whom  a  physician  has  determined 
that  an  abortion  is  a  medically  neces¬ 
sary  service.” 

Rep.  Ray  Flynn  (D-South  Boston),  a 
leading  proponent  of  the  restrictions, 
called  the  court’s  decision  “mis¬ 
guided”  and  a  breach  of  a  commitment 
to  human  rights  that  “to  be  credible 
.  .  .  must  be  absolute  and  extend  to  all 
whether  born  or  unborn,  wanted  or 
unwanted.” 

When  the  ruling  faces  its  Sept.  6 
hearing,  the  Massachusetts  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union  (litigant  in  the  suit  brought 
before  the  Court  of  Appeals)  plans  to 
submit  a  brief  arguing  that  the  restric¬ 
tive  wording  of  the  Hyde  Amendment 
was  meant  only  as  a  guideline  “for  cut¬ 
ting  off  federal  funds  and  does  not 
affect  the  underlying  obligation  of  the 
state  to  pay  for  abortions  under  Medi¬ 
caid.” 
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How  I  Spent  My 

California  Here  I  Come! 


By  David  Brill 

Milhous,  as  they  used  to  call  him,  was  fond  of  expounding  upon  the  virtues  of 
what  he  called  the  “work  ethic”  —  sort  of  a  rejection  of  determinism  in  any  form, 
a  “you-can-get-it-if-you-really-want”  mentality.  Of  course,  Milhous  himself  is 
best  remembered  for  making  Camp  David  a  popular  place  to  get  away  from  it  all. 

That  is  what  we  can  accurately  call  the  “vacation  ethic.” 

Personally,  I  have  trouble  distinguishing  them  from  each  other.  Last  month, 
I  had  the  opportunity  of  spending  a  scant  couple  of  weeks  in  the  Golden  State 
(called  that  for  reasons  which  now  seem  dated,  unless  one  is  referring  to  the  color 
of  the  air  in  Los  Angles).  I  brought  a  bunch  of  late-issue  GCAs  with  me,  left 
Boston  on  a  Saturday  night  with  a  devoted  GCN  reader,  stayed  in  San  Francisco 
with  an  ex-GCA  staffer,  and  visited  the  Bay  Area  Reporter  (GCA’s  S.F.  counter¬ 
part)  the  first  day  I  was  there. 


Camp  David,  where  are  you? 

Nonsense.  It  was  a  new  experience 
for  me  —  nearly  two  weeks  without 
mail,  telephone  calls  at  odd  hours,  nei- 
borhood  pubescent  punks,  and  the 
Whole  Earth’s  Problems  waiting  to  be 
solved  every  morning. 

One  word  of  advice  at  the  outset: 
unless  you  are  an  insomniac  and  enjoy 
it  or  you  can  sleep  on  a  jet,  don’t  take 
night  flights.  The  only  people  who 
keep  their  cool  on  these  flights  are 


those  disgustingly  pretty  Flight  Atten¬ 
dants.  The  highlight  of  the  flight  was 
watching  one  of  the  F.A.’s  (male)  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  welcome  lap  of  a  smiling 
passenger  (also  male).  Shit.  Even  on 
planes,  other  guys  have  all  the  fun. 
And  if  I  hear  any  songs  from  Saturday 
Night  Fever  again,  it.  will  be  far  too 
soon. 

Take  a  lukewarm  shower;  then  just 
stand  there  and  let  the  water  drain  off. 
There  —  that  is  what  the  weather  is  like 
most  of  the  time  in  San  Francisco.  My 
host  has  only  lived  there  for  a  few 
months,  but  is  already  considering 
moving  to  someplace  where  summer 
can  be  distinguished  from  spring. 
There  was  a  single  day  when  I  didn’t 
need  a  jacket. 

I  wonder  if  it  was  an  accident  or  not, 
but  everywhere  I  went  I  was  bumping 
into  people  from  Boston  —  on  the 
st  eets,  in  the  bars,  everywhere.  Mov¬ 
ing  to  S.F.  makes  a  great  deal  of  sense 
if  one  is  tired  of  being  married  to  what 
radicals  call  “the  struggle.”  As  ex- 
Judge  Bonin  said  at  his  press  confer¬ 
ence  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  things  are 
getting  so  that  San  Francisco  and,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  New  York  are  the  only 
safe  places  for  gay  people  to  be. 

I  have  written  a  letter  to  Arthur 
Frommer,  who  managed  to  write  a 
217-page  paperback  Guide  to  San 
Francisco  ($1.95)  without  mentioning  a 
single  gay  place  to  go.  Not  less  than 
thirteen  pages  on  the  city’s  hard-to- 
find  heterosexual  nightlife.  (The  first 
joke  I  heard  about  this  city  was  that 
straight  women  carry  around  police 
whistles  with  them;  upon  discovering  a 
straight  man,  they  let  the  whistle  blow 
and  fifty  women  come  ’a-running.)  It 
infuriates  me  to  see  how  straight  obser¬ 


vers  —  even  in  San  Francisco  —  can 
pretend  that  gays  don’t  exist,  although 
we  always  have  to  watch  out  for  them. 

What  of  the  gay  life?  I  caught  three 
main  areas.  I  disposed  of  the  first  one 
pronto:  the  Castro.  Too  many  look- 
alikes  (Castro  Clones,  they  call  them), 
too  many  Advocate  readers,  if  you 
know  what  I  mean.  Oh,  Combat  Zone, 
where  are  you? 

The  second  was  the  Folsom  district, 
sort  of  San  Francisco’s  answer  to  New 
York’s  Chelsea.  It  wasn’t  quite  cold 
enough  for  black  leather  jackets,  but 
that  didn’t  stop  anybody.  The  places  to 
see  are  thrBlack  and  Blue  (chances  are 
you’ll  find  a  few  localities  there,  as  I 
did),  and  another  incredibly  mis-nam- 
ed  place  called  The  Stud.  They  don’t 
approach  the  —  how  can  I  say  it?  — 
earthiness  of  New  York’s  leather  bars, 
but  they  were  friendly. 

But  bars,  at  least  for  me,  are  not  for 
meeting  people.  They  are  places  to 
drink  (and  drink  I  do,  perhaps  more 
than  I  care  to  admit).  Maybe  it  was  my 
upbringing  as  a  cab  driver  or  all  those 
nights  hitch-hiking  back  to  East  Bos¬ 
ton.  But  for  me  the  best  place  to  meet 
people  is  on  the  streets.  Or  maybe  the 
sidewalks. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  veritable  pot¬ 
pourri  of  men.  The  young,  the  less 
young,  the  for-rent  set,  the  giveaway 
set,  and  the  wholesalers,  all  around 
you.  No  bartenders  or  waiters  pushing 
drinks  in  your  face,  just  eyes  —  every¬ 
where.  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  reincar¬ 
nated  as  a  Motorola. 

Bob  and  I  do  a  lot  of  traveling  to¬ 
gether,  although  often  times  we  ven¬ 
ture  in  opposite  directions.  I  could  be 
found  walking  on  Polk  Street,  check¬ 
ing  out  Buena  Vista  Park,  or  drinking 
at  one  of  the  leather  bars.  Bob  is  a 
shameless  tourist:  Coit  Tower,  Fish¬ 
erman’s  Wharf,  Twin  Peaks,  ad  in¬ 
finitum.  I  think  walking  the  streets 
with  a  map  in  hand  looks  dumb;  exper¬ 
imenting  is  much  more  fun. 

I  was  the  one  who  got  a  ticket  from 
the  S.F.P.D.  early  one  morning  (per¬ 
haps  it  would  have  been  more  surpris¬ 
ing  had  I  visited  the  city  without  having 
at  least  one  encounter  with  a  cop!).  Al¬ 
though  the  streets  there  are  eminently 
easier  to  drive  than  the  cowpaths  in 
Boston,  there  is  a  certain  nearly  un¬ 
iversal  revulsion  to  left  turns  for  rea¬ 
sons  that  escape  me.  I  was  driving 
down  Market  Street  and  had  to  make  a 
left  turn  but  one  didn’t  seem  forthcom¬ 
ing.  Then  I  hit  an  intersection  with  a 
menu  of  two  signs:  No  Turns  and  One 
Way  (pointing  left). 

In  Boston,  such  a  choice  of  signs 
means  either  a)  insanity,  or  b)  vandal¬ 
ism.  I  figured  it  was  a  50-50  chance 
that  one  of  the  signs  was  a  mistake, 
and  besides,  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get 
home.  Turn  left. 

Sirens,  noises,  red  lights  behind  me. 
Oy  vey,  can  an  out-of-stater  get  bailed 


in  this  city?  I  dutifully  pulled  over  to 
the  curb  in  my  rented  Monte  Carlo, 
and  explained,  as  politely  as  possible, 
that  I  was  an  “Out  of  Towner”  (only 
to  learn  that  San  Francisco  police  are 
far  less  parochial  than  Boston  cops).  I 
told  the  officer  my  version  of  the  left 
turn,  but  he  didn’t  buy  it.  License? 
Sure,  officer.  I  had  to  sign  something 
right  then  and  there  agreeing  to  either 
appear  in  court  or  pay  a  $25.00  fine. 
(In  Massachusetts,  it  takes  about  six 
months  for  a  traffic  violation  to  reach 
that  stage.) 

There  is  safety,  but  not  immunity,  in 
numbers.  Perhaps  that  is  the  lesson  of 
San  Francisco.  People  who  live  in 
small  towns  may  find  it  refreshing,  if 
not  shocking,  to  see  a  city  where  same- 
sex  couples  can  hold  hands  or  kiss  on 
the  streets  just  as  other  couples  have 
been  able  to  for  years.  Gay  newspapers 
can  be  bought  and  read  on  the  streets 
without  the  fear  of  flying  bricks.  The 
,  city  seems  to  have  graduated  from  the 
raw  racism  which  still  exists  in  much  of 


Boston,  though  the  Hillsborough  mur¬ 
der  last  year  would  indicate  that,  even 
in  San  Francisco,  we  still  have  some 
educating  to  do. 

We  also  spent  a  little  time  in  Los  An¬ 
geles.  Monday  nights  are  not  good  bar 
nights  anywhere,  we  learned.  When  my 


accomplice  attempted  to  be  demonstra¬ 
tive  in  a  local  leather  bar,  his  would-be 
“victim”  sneered,  “This  is  not  Nev 
York!!”  How  did  he  know  what  we 
were  used  to? 


The  highlight  of  the  L.A.  visit  was 
the  day  in  Disneyland  —  Bob’s  idea, 
not  mine.  I  was  too  familiar  with  tired 
old  Revere  Beach  to  expect  very  much 
from  any  more  amusement  parks,  but 
this  place  was  an  eye-opener.  I  went  on 
something  called  Space  Mountain  (a 
roller  coaster  through  the  dark  which 
felt  like  a  car  accident  I  almost  got 
into)  while  Bob  stood  on  his  two  cold 
feet  on  the  outside  and  watched.  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  aged  ten  years  in  ten  minutes. 

Unfortunately,  Disneyland  was  al¬ 
most  all  families.  It  was  almost  like 
being  straight  in  San  Francisco  — 
grossly  outnumbered.  It  would  be  a 
good  idea  if  they  reserved  one  day  a 
week  as  Gay  Day  —  something  like 
Bal-a-Rou’s  Tuesday  night  roller  skat¬ 
ing  in  Medford. 

But  it  was  good  to  get  back  where 
everything  is  familiar  to  me  —  no 
maps,  no  wrong  doors,  but  alas,  no¬ 
thing  new  to  see  either.  No  need  to  ask 
directions 

The  “vacation  ethic”  asserts  that 
confusion  and  newness  are  good  and, 
to  some  extent,  healthy.  But  were  I  to 
stay  in  San  Francisco,. even  that  city’s 
newness  would  have  worn  off  after  a 
while.  Next  summer  I’ll  try  London. 


Unfortunately,  Disneyland  was  almost  all  families.  It 
was  almost  like  being  straight  in  San  Francisco  — 
grossly  outnumbered. 
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Summer  Vacation 


A  Dyke's  Scavenger  Hunt 


By  Pat  M.  Kuras 


in  Western  Mass. 


Usually  vacation  time  finds  me  at  the  seashore;  the  salt  air  offers  remarkable 
relief  for  my  affliction  of  summer  allergies.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  ex-country 
bumpkin  has  developed  severe  allergies  to  some  of  Mother  Nature’s  more  woodsy 
sites.  Since  abandoning  my  rural  roots  five  years  ago,  I  have  lost  my  tolerance  for 
particular  trees,  weeds  and  grass  (the  legal  kind).  An  acute  allergy  attack  will  leave 
me  almost  completely  incapacitated,  as  I  discovered  on  a  weekend  jaunt  to 
Millinocket,  Maine,  some  two  years  ago.  It’s  beautiful  country  mind  you,  but  a 
fate  comparable  to  death  for  a  hayfever  sufferer  such  as  myself. 

So  what  could  possibly  drive  this  dyke  to  venture  into  the  hills  of  Western 
Massachusetts?  Believe  it  or  not,  an  old  high  school  buddy  spotted  my  name  on 
these  pages.  After  six  years,  we  were  reunited,  thanks  to  GCN.  Imagine  my  delight 
in  finding  another  native  of  my  redneck  hometown  to  have  developed  a  high 
feminist  consciousness.  Since  high  school,  I  have  crossed  paths  with  a  few  alumnae 
who  have  struggled  from  their  closets  as  well  as  altered  their  consciousness.  Back  in 
those  golden  school  days  (aside  from  a  particular  nun  who  shall  remain 
anonymous),  I  was  the  most  blatant  dyke  that  parochial  high  school  ever  saw.  It 
never  ceases  to  thrill  me  when  I  mee(.  queers  from  my  old  alma  mater. 


My  friend  Katie  is  a  combination 
of  Isadora  Duncan  and  Peter  Pan  — 
free-wheeling  and  flamboyant,  she 
never  wants  to  grow  up.  This  past 
weekend,  I  was  invited  to  her  home  for 
a  “Come-As-Your-Favorite-(Non- 
Sexual)-Fantasy  Party,”  Well,  aside 
from  a  skinny  silk  flying  scarf,  I  have 
absolutely  nothing  that  would  have  me 
resemble  Amelia  Earhart.  As  a  result,  I 
went  as  myself  —  a  (somewhat) 
“famous”  lesbian  writer. 

Speaking  of  writing,  there’s 
something  you  should  know  about  my 
relationship  with  GCN.  I  share 
something  in  common  with  many  of 
the  other  staff  members  and  volunteers 
—  I’m  crazy.  Crazy  about  this  paper, 
that  is.  Unless  you’ve  experienced  it 
first  hand,  it  may  be  hard  to  under¬ 
stand,  but  GCN  people  have  an  addic¬ 
tive,  unmeasurable  dedication  to  this 
paper.  Like  Indian  fakirs  we  torture 
ourselves  with  our  zealotry. 

For  example,  with  my  weekend  trip 
to  Western  Mass.,  I  volunteered  to  do 
a  promotional  tour  and  saturate  the 
area  with  GCNs.  May  I  hasten  to  add 
the  perhaps  already  noticeable  trait 
that  as  a  dyke  I  have  a  preference  for 


women.  So  during  my  journey,  I  was 
especially  interested  in  finding 
women/feminist/lesbian  spaces  in 
which  to  plunk  my  papers.  My  trip 
became  an  odyssey  I’ll  long  remember. 

Armed  with  an  ample  supply  of 
Allerest,  eight  o’clock  Saturday 
morning  found  me  truckin’  down  the 
Mass.  Turnpike.  I  passed  such  eminent 
burgs  as  Belchertown  and  Wilbraham 
(“Home  of  Friendly’s  Ice  Cream”). 
About  100  miles  west  of  Boston,  I  left 
the  turnpike  and  settled  into  the  rolling 
hills  of  Route  202.  The  countryside 
brought  a  certain  tranquility  to  me.  In¬ 
stead  of  my  usual  madcap  Boston  driv¬ 
ing,  I  found  myself  coasting  at  a  lei¬ 
surely  pace,  enjoying  the  miles  of  corn¬ 
fields,  cows  and  horses. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  Katie’s,  I 


compared  notes  on  appropriate  haunts 
for  depositing  my  GCN s.  For  years  I 
had  been  hearing  that  Northampton 
has  a  thriving  lesbian-feminist 
community.  I  was  dismayed  to  learn 
that  a  women-owned  and  operated  gar¬ 
age,  the  Greasy  Gorgon  Garage,  was 
no  longer  existing.  However,  I  was 
given  the  name  of  a  bar  and  women’s 
restauranf  (Northampton),  a 
bookstore  (location  unsure)  and  a 
women’s  bar  in  Springfield. 

The  much-heralded  bookstore 
turned  out  to  be  a  dud.  Instead  of  the 
feminist  mecca  I  was  anticipating,  it 
was  a  conventional,  slick  tourist  trap 
bookshop.  (I’m  sure  its  octogenarian 
manager  would  have  had  a  seizure  if  I 
proposed  leaving  any  copies  of  the  Gay 
Community  News  in  his  shop.) 

The  bookstore  was  my  only  touch  of 
bad  luck.  Despite  the  overwhelming 
handicaps  of  my  scavenger  hunt,  my 
results  were  pleasantly, amazing.  You 
must  fully  understand  the  position  I 
was  in  —  the  information  I  was  work¬ 
ing  with  was  quite  limited.  I  had  no 
street  addresses  or  phone  numbers  — 
simply  the  name  of  an  establishment 
and  the  town  it  was  in.  Lots  of  luck, 
kid. 

After  the  bookstore  fiasco,  I  took  a 
half-hour  trip  northward  to 
Northampton.  I  thought  my  best  bet 
would  be  to  find  the  center  of  town  and 
work  my  way  through  to  its  edges.  I 
was  determined  not  to  let  that  women’s 
restaurant  escape  me.  Also,  there  was  a 
particular  bar  worth  visiting. 

Cruising  down  Main  Street, 
Northampton,  I  spotted  the  Gala  Cafe 
immediately.  A  tiny  pink  building  with 
neon  signs  blinking  Schaefer,  it  squats 
before  a  railroad  trestle.  It  was  early 
afternoon  and  the  few  men  in  the  bar 
were  hypnotized  by  a  Red  Sox  game  on 
the  TV.  The  bartender  accepted  my 
GCN’ s  and  leafed  through  them  as  I 
left. 

Encouraged  by  this  stroke  of  luck,  I 
drove  on  for  a  few  blocks.  Main  Street 
Northampton  is  lined  with  antique 
shops,  bookstores  and  a  sprinkling  of 
clothes  stores.  Typical  tourist,  I  had  to 
abandon  my  car  to  window-shop. 
Throughout  my  prowling,  I  hoped  to 
spot  an  obvious  dyke  from  whom  I 
could  receive  directions  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  Womon  Restaurant.  My  own 
shyness  inhibited  me  twice.  However 
the  Goddess  must  have  been  smiling  on 
me,  for  within  a  few  blocks  I  struck 
upon  a  sight  that  made  my  dyke  radar 
go  wild. 

I  was  staring  at  a  small  lavender 
building  with  a  very  eye-catching 
mural.  The  mural  was  a  cartoon  of 
Olive  Oyl,  (Popeye’s  girlfriend) 
dressed  in  a  karate  gi,  executing  a 
crescent  kick.  Her  caption  debunked 
the-prowess  of  spinach. 

What  I  had  found  was  a  women’s 


karate  school  directly  next  door  to  the 
Common  Womon  Restaurant.  On  this 
particular  Saturday  that  I  was  in  town, 
the  restaurant  was  sponsoring  a  yard 
sale,  so  there  were  plenty  of  women 
milling  about,  eager  to  tell  me  about 
the  restaurant  and  school.  The 
women’s  karate  and  self-defense 
school  will  be  moving  to  the  YWCA  on 
Howard  St.,  Springfield  come 
September.  The  little  lavender  building 
(owned  by  the  Common  Womon)  is 
destined  to  become  a  women’s 
bookstore  this  fall. 

The  Common  Womon  Restaurant 
began  in  December  ’76.  With  a  loan 
from  the  Massachusetts  Federal  Femi¬ 
nist  Credit  Union,  a  group  of  nine 
women  were  able  to  buy  the  white 
house  on  Masonic  Street. 

The  restaurant  serves  a  variety  of 
meals  (gourmet  vegetarian,  dairy  and 
fish,  also  many  ethnic  specialties). 
They  do  not  serve  meat,  and  sugar  is 
used  very  rarely  (the  menu  states  when 
sugar  has  been  used  as  an  ingredient). 

Important  to  note:  “the  Common 
Womon  is  a  non-profit  membership 
club  owned  and  operated  1  y  women 
and  for  women.  Membership  is  open  to 
all  women  interested  in  exploring 
feminism  and/or  vegetarianism.”  The 
club  is  collectively  run  and  staff 
members  share  all  responsibilities  from 
running  the  kitchen  to  distributing 
their  newsletter. 

The  restaurant  derives  its  name  from 
the  poem  by  Judy  Grahn:  “...the  com¬ 
mon  womon  is  as  common  as  the  best 
of  bread/  and  will  rise/and  will 
become  strong...”  Perhaps  one  of  the 
strongest  feminist  centers  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  Common  Womon  keeps 
“active  communication”  with  other 
groups  in  the  area  and  has  organized 
joint  fundraising  efforts.  Catering  to 
women’s  artwork  as  well,  with  presen¬ 
tations  and  shows,  it  is  surely  one  of 
the  most  popular  spots  for  women  of 
all  kinds  in  Northampton.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning,  response  to  the  restaurant  came 
mainly  from  the  lesbian  and  feminist 
communities;  now,  women  of  all  back¬ 
grounds  have  become  members  of  the 
club.  The  Common  Womon  is  located 
at  78  Masonic  Street,  Northampton 
and  their  phone  number  is  (413)  584- 
4580. 


and  turrets.  Due  to  some  tricky 
maneuvering  with  one-way  streets,  the 
section  of  Worthington  near  Route  91 
is  difficult  to  approach.  Yet  once  you 
overcome  the  obstacles,  you  will  easily 
find  the  Arbor.  A  large  one  room  bar 
(with  a  balcony  for  the  DJ),  the  Arbor 
boasts  an  octagonal  bar  in  the  middle 
of  its  floor.  With  its  authentic  brick 
walls,  I  was  reminded  of  a  particular 
women’s  bar  back  home  in  Boston. 
Playing  host  to  Lilith  a  number  of 
times,  the  Arbor  is  a  favorite  with 


lesbians  in  the  Springfield  area. 

With  a  few  dozen  GCNs  left  to  cir¬ 
culate,  I  was  given  the  name  of  a 
popular  men’s  bar.  On  its  Pearl  Street 
entrance,  The  Frontier  has  rustic 
lettering  announcing  its  name  on  a 
white  stucco  wall.  Inside,  there  is  a 
rectangular  bar,  a  pinball  table  and  a 
piano.  I  found  the  bartender  to  be  a 
very  friendly  fellow,  as  well  as  the 
customers;  not  one  of  them  flinched  at 
the  sight  of  a  dyke.  I  felt  a  bit  like 
Santa  Claus,  handing  out  GCN s.  The 
paper  was  such  a  treat  for  them! 
Within  minutes  everyone  was  sampling 
a  copy. 

Western  Massachusetts  is  very  quiet, 
perhaps  boring  to  some.  My  friend 
Katie  and  I  joked  about  it  being  worse 
than  our  own  hometown.  Despite  the 
slowness  of  country  ways,  there  are  a 
great  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  living 


...  I  hoped  to  spot  an  obvious  dyke  from  whom  I 
could  receive  directions  to  the  Common  Womon 
Restaurant.  My  own  shyness  inhibited  me  twice. 
However,  the  Goddess  must  have  been  smiling  on 
me,  for  within  a  few  blocks  I  struck  upon  a  sight  that 
made  my  dyke  radar  go  wild. 


While  at  the  restaurant,  I  was  advi¬ 
sed  to  drop  a  few  copies  of  GCN  at  a 
particular  ice  cream  parlor  which  was 
supposedly  quite  a  “dyke  hang-out.” 
The  women  insisted  that 
Northampton  was  a  liberal  town  and 
suggested  a  laundromat  (!)  that  I 
should  visit  as  well.  Lovable  sap  that  I 
am,  I  took  their  advice,  and  sprinkled  a 
few  copies  of  GCN  here  and  there. 

Next  came  the  half-hour  ride 
southward  to  Springfield,  one  of  the 
largest  cities  in  Western  Massachusetts. 
I  had  learned  the  name  of  one 
woman’s  bar  to  locate.  Worthington 
Street  stretches  from  the  overhead 
highway  through  the  Hispanic  section 
and  into  an  industrial  area.  It  ends  in  a 
somewhat  suburban  neighborhood  of 
triple-decker  houses  with  gabled  roofs 


there.  Springfield  has  a  taste  for  bars, 
while  Northampton  seems  geared  to 
alternative  activities.  I  am  reminded  of 
the  motto  for  this  past  year’s  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Week:  “We  are  every¬ 
where...” 

I  can’t  see  myself  returning  to  the 
countryside  forever.  (Blame  it  on  my 
allergy  perhaps.)  Yet,  it  is  heartening 
to  know  there  is  a  throb  of  lesbian  life 
and  culture  beating  in  those  hills.  It  is 
worth  the  pilgrimage;  I  can  imagine 
myself  visiting  again.  There  is  a  certain 
dreamy  quality  to  the  country  that  is 
compelling.  And,  aside  from  a  few 
sneezes,  my  allergy  didn’t  bother  me  at 
all.  Could  this  be  an  omen? 

photos  by  EUert  Shub 
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Ella  Ellison:  The  Voice  of 


By  Lorraine  Bethel 

Ella  Ellison  is  a  Black  woman  who  has  literally  been  struggling  for  her  life  and 
freedom  for  the  past  four  years.  Ellison  was  indicted  and  convicted  for  her  alleged 
role  in  driving  a  car  used  in  the  robbery  of  Suffolk  Jewelers,  Roxbury,  on  Nov.  30, 
1973.  After  the  trial  Ellison’s  lawyer,  Margaret  Burnham,  discovered  that  the 
district  attorney’s  office  had  illegally  withheld  evidence  that  could  have  cleared 
Ellison.  As  an  alleged  accomplice  to  a  crime  that  resulted  in  the  death  of  a 
policeman,  Ellison  received  the  full  penalty  for  first-degree  murder,  although  she 
was  not  accused  of  actually  committing  the  murder.  She  was  given  a  life  sentence 


that  allowed  for  no  parole. 

The  fact  that  Ellison  was  charged 
and  served  time  for  being  an  accused 
accomplice  to  a  crime  actually  per¬ 
formed  by  two  men,  Nathaniel  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Antony  Irving,  is  typical  of 
black  women’s  experiences  under  a 
criminal  justice  system  that  is  indeed 
criminal  —  sexist,  racist,  classist  and 
homophobic,  like  the  society  whose  in¬ 
terests  it  protects.  In  a  recent  article  en¬ 
title  “Women  in  Prison:  Who  We 
Are’’  Assata  Shakur  (a  black  female 
political  prisoner  presently  unjustly  in¬ 
carcerated)  describes  the  particular 
type  of  crimes  that  women  are  charged 
with  and  serve  time  for.  She  states: 

There  are  no  criminals  here  at  Kiker’s  Island 
Correctional  Institution  for  Women,  (New 
York),  only  victims.  Most  of  the  women  (over 
95%)  are  Black  and  Puerto  Rican.  Many  were 
abused  children.  Most  have  been  abused  by 
men  and  all  have  been  abused  by  the  system. 
There  are  no  big  time  gangsters  here,  no  pre¬ 
meditated  mass  murderers,  no  godmothers.- 
There  are  no  big  time  dope  dealers,  no  kid¬ 
nappers,  no  Watergate  women.  There  are  vir¬ 
tually  no  women  charged  with  white  collar 
crimes  like  embezzling  or  fraud.  Most  of  the 
women  have  drug  related  cases.  Many  are 
charged  as  accessories  to  crimes  committed  by 
men. 

From  “Women  in  Prison 
in  Black  Scholar ,  April  1978 
I  quote  Shakur  because  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  place  Ellison’s  oppression  in  a 


larger  context,  and  to  understand  that 
in  many  ways  she  was  the  victim  of  a 
systematic  abuse  of  black  women  that 
is  clear  in  the  type  of  crimes  these 
women  are  charged  with  and  serve  time 
for.  Ellison  was  convicted  largely  on 
the  testimony  of  the  two  admitted  rob¬ 
bers,  Irving  and  Williams,  who  testi¬ 
fied  that  she  drove  the  getaway  car. 
The  men  had  been  offered  second  in¬ 
stead  of  first-degree  murder  charges  in 
exchanged  for  testifying  against  Elli¬ 
son.  Their  cooperation  was  not  needed 
in  convicting  the  third  man  implicated 
in  the  crime,  and  Irving  was  advised  by 
his  counsel  that  “only  if  a  woman  were 
involved  might  a  deal  be  worked” 
(Supreme  Judicial  Court  Decision,  p. 
22).  Therefore,  as  Williams  admitted  in 
recanting  his  earlier  testimony  at  Elli¬ 
son’s  unsuccessful  1976  appeal,  he 
“had  invented  a  girl  driver  to  minimize 
the  charge  against  Irving  and  himself.” 
Plea  bargaining  is  a  clear  example  of 
what  the  white  male  ruling  class  en¬ 
courages  in  the  larger  society:  people  in 
trouble  with  the  system  as  a  result  of 
race,  class  and  other  types  of  oppres¬ 
sion  are  offered  less  punishment  if  they 
oppress  others,  or  procure  another 
victim  for  the  state.  Poor  and  Third 
World  men,  as  well  as  gay  men,  are  fre¬ 


a  Revolutionary  Poet 


quently  encouraged  by  society  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  male  privilege  of  oppressing 
women  as  their  only  means  of 
“power.”  This  is  the  same  type  of 
negative  power  Irving  and  Williams 
had  in  their  situation.  Their  only  access 
to  life  itself  (since  they  falsely  believed 
a  first-degree  murder  sentence  carried 
the  death  penalty)  appeared  to  be  in 
finding  a  fall  woman  —  a  black  female 
victim  for  the  prosecution.  How  many 
countless  black  men  have  been  in  this 
same  position,  and  how  many  count¬ 
less  black  women,  my  sisters,  sit  in  jail 
at  this  very  moment  being  punished 
only  for  being  black  women  whose 
very  lives  seem  a  minimal  sacrifice  to  a 
white/male  system  that  has  no  respect 
for  the  lives  of  blacks  or  women  in 
general,  and  places  no  value  on  black 
female  lives  in  particular. 

Ella  Ellison  is  such  a  black  woman, 
and  it  is  only  after  four  years  of  her  life 
were  taken  away  both  by  the  white 
male  state  and  her  black  “brothers” 
that  she  has  been  released.  On  July 
18th,  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judi¬ 
cial  Court  unanimously  granted  Elli¬ 
son’s  appeal,  and  ruled  that  the  illegal¬ 
ly  withheld  evidence  and  the  shaky 
testimony  against  her  “put  the  con¬ 
victions  so  far  in  question”  that  they 
were  “obliged  to  set  aside  the  verdict 
with  leave  to  the  Commonwealth  to  re¬ 
try  the  case  (italics  mine).  This  decision 
is  official  recognition  of  what  Ellison’s 
supporters  “have  always  contended  — 
that  prosecutorial  misconduct  and 
judicial  error  lead  to  an  unjust  con¬ 
viction.”  It  is  important  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that,  as  Ellison’s  defenders  state, 
this  prosecutorial  misconduct  and  judi¬ 


cial  error  are  not  simply  mistakes  but 
are  part  of  a  “pattern  of  systematic  in¬ 
justice”  against  blacks,  women  and 
Iblack  women  like  Ellison  most  of  all. 

Ellison  was  released  on  bail  July  20 
(the  state  was  allowed  to  demand  bail 
because  it  has  the  option  of  retrial).  On 
August  3,  Ellison  gave  a  poetry  reading 
at  Harriet  Tubman  House  in  Boston, 
that  she  was  originally  scheduled  to  do 
at  Framingham  Prison  before  she  won 
her  appeal.  The  community  was  invited 
to  celebrate  this  partial  victory  with 
Ellison,  and  it  was  most  fitting  that  she 
was  able  to  speak  of  her  battle  for  free¬ 
dom  in  a  building  honoring  another 
black  female  warrior  for  justice  and 
liberty.  I  went  to  the  reading  to  join 
Ellison  in  affirming  her  successful 
struggle  against  a  system  that  devalues 
the  lives  of  black  women,  acutely 
aware  of  that  devaluation  as  a  black 
lesbian  feminist  and  anxious  to  support 
other  sisters  in  their  efforts  to  survive 
those  who  would  destroy  and  eliminate 
us.  Aside  from  black  lesbian/feminists 
like  myself,  various  groups  of  people  in 
Boston  who  share  a  sense  of  black/fe¬ 
male  struggle  were  present  in  force: 
white  lesbian/feminists,  gay  and 
straight  white  men  as  well  as  all  types 
of  Third  World  people.  One  highly  af¬ 
firmative  thing  about  the  reading  was 
the  fact  that  these  different  people 
joined  together  to  acknowledge  Elli¬ 
son’s  struggles  as  a  black  woman,  and 
have  committed  themselves  to  that 
struggle  by  working  together  on  her 
support  committee. 

Ellison’s  reading  was  very  moving, 
and  gave  me  a  sense  of  the  day  to  day 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Ella  Ellison 

Continued  from  Page  12 
painful  realities  of  a  black  woman  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  life  and  death  contest  with 
the  white/male  ruling  forces  of  the 
state.  She  began  with  a  poem  called 
“The  Day  It  Happened,”  which  pre¬ 
sented  clearly  the  vicious  beginnings  of 
her  four  year  ordeal.  It  described  the 
arrest  from  her  perspective,  and  told  of 
white  men  suddenly  interrupting  her 
quiet  morning  at  home  with  her  child 
and  arresting  her,  asking  “Are  you 
Ella  Ellison?  Are  you  who  we  say  you 
are?”  This  last  question  made  me 
realize  the  essence  of  Ellison’s  four 
years  in  prison:  being  charged  with 
being  who  these  men  wanted  to  make 
her,  never  accepting  the  identity  they 
had  decided  to  force  on  her.  Ellison 
read  several  poems  describing  her 
prison  life  and  the  day  to  day  struggle 
she  faced  to  retain  her  identity,  her 
sense  of  self  and  her  sanity  as  a  Black 
woman.  Writing  poetry  has  obviously 
been  an  important  means  for  her  to  do 
these  things  over  the  last  four  years. 

The  most  powerful  poems  were 
those  that  shared  with  the  audience  the 
totality  of  prison  life  for  Ellison  and 
her  sisters;  the  painful  ways  that  im¬ 
prisonment  changed  her  entire  life  in 
unalterable  ways  that  it  is  often  hard  to 
know  or  easy  to  forget  if  one  has  no 
first  hand  experience  with  incarcera¬ 
tion.  Several  pieces  concerned  her 
children.  An  effective  part  of  con¬ 
veying  the  disruptive  and  destructive 
effects  of  her  arrest  on  Ellison’s  life 
was  the  way  that  her  child’s  voice  oper¬ 
ated  in  “The  Day  It  Happened,”  re¬ 
peatedly  asking  Ellison  when  they 
would  be  able  to  do  what  they  had 
planned  that  day  while  she,  of  course, 
could  not  reply.  It  was  four  years  be¬ 
fore  she  was  reunited  with  her  children 
so  that  she  could  carry  out  her  plans 
for  them  and  herself  on  that  or  any 
other  day. 


Ellison’s  poems  impress  me  with  the 
sense  in  which  her  life  was  totally 
altered  by  her  arrest  and,  in  effect, 
frozen  for  four  years.  In  the  arrest 
poem  her  first  concern  is  to  find  some¬ 
one  to  stay  with  her  children  before  she 
is  taken  away.  Her  writing  about  miss¬ 
ing  them  in  prison  and  receiving  only 
their  letters  makes  us  understand  that 
the  state  took  away  something  it  can 
never  replace:  years  of  loving  and 
being  with  the  most  important  people 
in  her  life.  Ellison’s  experiences  have 
affected  her  relationship  with  her  chil¬ 
dren  on  many  levels;  in  one  poem  she 
speaks  of  “teaching  them/  what  I 
learned  but  was  not  taught.”  Her  im¬ 
prisonment  has  given  Ellison  a  strong 
sense  of  the  struggles  facing  her  chil¬ 
dren  in  a  racist,  sexist  society,  and  she 
speaks  of  wanting  them  to  understand 
their  oppression  as  black  and  poor 
people  and  to  be  ready  for  the  hard¬ 
ships  they  will  encounter. 

Ellison’s  work  shows  a  strong  under¬ 
standing  of  her  own  struggles  as  a 
iblack  woman,  who  has  experienced  the 
system’s  most  severe  treatment  of 
those  it  hates.  Her  “Call  to  Black 
Men”  challenges  her  brothers  to  recog¬ 
nize  her  female  oppression  and  see  it  as 
a  valid  and  possibly  decisive  part  of  the 
black  liberation  struggle.  “The  Female 
Children”  gives  us  a  sense  both  of  the 
particular  battles  black  girls  must  wage 
to  survive  the  system  intact,  and  Elli¬ 
son’s  commitment  to  fighting  for  the 
lives  of  her  daughter  and  all  female 
children. 

“The  beast  of  incarceration”  comes 
through  clearly  in  Ellison’s  writing  and 
speaking.  In  one  poem  she  wonders 
“Where  am  1/  looking  but  not  being 
seen,”  and  we  understand  the  constant 
struggle  womenin  prison  face  to  simply 
remember  who  they  really  are,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  who  the  state  and  their  jailers 
would  have  them  be.  It  is  a  struggle 
Ellison  shares  with  black  women  on 
the  outside  as  well,  who  must  resist 
constantly  the  negative  black/female 
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Ellison’s  voice  lets  us  know  that,  whatever  our  own 
struggles  as  Black/female  or  gay  people,  we  can  and 
do  survive . . .  and  must  use  this  Black  woman’s  fine, 
strong  example  to  find  our  power  and  step  proudly 
into  the  future  with  her,  side  by  side. 


images  and  stereotypes  we  face  all 
around  us,  including  whenever  we  walk 
down  any  street. 

What  is  most  encouraging  and  cele¬ 
bratory  about  Ellison’s  reading  was 
that  it  shared  her  ability  to  survive  the 
negative  forces  attempting  to  destroy 
her,  and  to  emerge  a  defiant  and  strong 
black  woman  with  a  full  sense  of  who 
and  what  she  is.  She  had  support  for 
this  defiance  from  other  women  in  pri¬ 
son,  as  was  conveyed  in  the  poem 
“New  Lang  Syne”  that  described  fe¬ 
male  inmates  bringing  in  the  new  year 
together  —  comforting  and  nurturing 
each  other,  and  insuring  their  own  sur¬ 
vival.  Ellison  celebrates  herself  in 
much  of  her  work,  including  “Glory 
Be  to  Me  on  Christmas  Day,”  a  praise 
poem  to  her  own  life  full  of  black 
female  self-love.  The  strongest  themes 
in  her  writings  are  a  clear  sense  of  the 
power  of  black  women’s  familial  and 
emotional  bonds,  and  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  way  her  poetry  functioned  as 
a  necessary  companion  to  her  when  she 
was  imprisoned.  The  dialogue  Ellison 
conducted  with  herself  through  her 
writing  kept  her  sane  and  strong,  as 
well  as  proud  and  defiant. 

Ellison’s  case  is  by  no  means  closed, 
and  the  victory  celebrated  at  her  read¬ 
ing  is  still  partial  in  that  the  state  can 
choose  to  retry  her  at  any  time.  This 
decision  may  be  made  on  August  18  at 
a  conference  her  lawyers  will  have  with 
the  prosecution,  but  the  state  is  under 
no  time  limit  regarding  when  they  must 
make  their  decision.  Ellison  could  be 
kept  unsure  for  some  time  as  to 
whether  she  will  once  again  have  to 


battle  the  state  for  her  freedom.  It  is 
important  that  those  committed  to  the 
rights  of  blacks,  women  and  other  op¬ 
pressed  groups  understand  that  Elli¬ 
son’s  struggle  for  her  life  and  freedom 
as  a  black  woman  directly  relates  to  the 
right  of  all  people  to  self-determina¬ 
tion.  The  repressive  forces  that  would 
destroy  herarepartof  a  larger  mentality 
in  our  society  that  would  deny  rights  an 
entire  range  of  people,  including 
homosexuals.  It  is  important  for  all  of 
us  to  watch  her  case  closely,  and  be 
ready  to  support  her  again  if  necessary. 

Ellison’s  reading  gave  me  some  small 
comfort  that  her  four  years  in  prison 
were  not  totally  wasted.  She  has 
emerged  as  a  fine  poet,  largely  out  of 
using  writing  as  part  of  her  battle  to 
defeat  and  defy  the  system  by  surviving 
its  harshest  treatment.  She  has  tri¬ 
umphed  by  sheer  will  and  the  support 
of  many,  fully  and  firmly  in  touch  with 
her  creative  black  female  powers,  and 
this  is  the  greatestvictory  of  all  —  that 
in  attempting  to  take  away  a  black 
woman’s  life,  the  state  has  only  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  giving  us  a  revolutionary 
poet  who  speaks  to  black/women’s 
lives  in  a  radical  and  powerful  voice. 
As  Ellison  states:  “I  do  survive/  in  the 
best  of  health  and  in  the  best  of  mind,” 
knowing  “There  has  to  be  more/  as  I 
step  proudly  through  the  next  years.” 
Ellison’s  voice  lets  us  know  that,  what¬ 
ever  our  own  struggles  as  black/female 
or  gay  people,  we  can  and  do  survive  as 
well,  and  must  use  this  black  woman’s 
fine,  strong  example  to  find  our  power 
and  step  proudly  into  the  future  with 
her,  side  by  side. 
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Morality  Play  or  Whodunit? 


Mother  of  Thousands 

By  Bruce  Dale 

Directed  by  A  ndy  Procopio 

Boston  A  rts  Group 

367  Boylston  Street,  Boston 

Reviewed  by  Melvin  Frankel 

The  Boston  Arts  Group  is  currently 
setting  stage  lights  on  the  homosexual 
at  two  fascinating  angles. 

Theatre  I  is  hosting  the  New  York 
Village  production  of  Oscar  (Wilde)  by 
Hot  Peaches,  a  Punk  Rock  review  with 
down-home  spontaneity  that  even  this 
classical  music  fancier  took  to  heart, 
with  a  bit  of  cotton,  to  ear.  (See  re¬ 
view,  GCN,  July  15,  1978). 

Theatre  II  is  offering  the  first  of  a 
projected  series  of  original  plays.  The 
forty-seat  house  puts  the  audience 
close  to  the  playwright’s  experir  mt. 
The  actors,  neatly  in  characte  ,  keep 
their  emotions  from  spilling  into  the 
viewers’  laps.  This  is  a  good  thing  be¬ 
cause  promiscuity  is  a  central  theme  in 
Mother  of  Thousands. 

Set  a  group  of  frustrated  “heteros” 
on  a  remote  Atlantic  island  and  popu¬ 
late  the  island  with  gay  men  who  go  for 
bush  orgies  on  weekends.  Have  you  a 
morality  play  or  a  suspense  story? 
Mother  of  Thousands  has  both,  with 
comedy  and  a  hint  of  the  supernatural 
thrown  in.  Although  the  new  Warren 


Beatty  movie  (you  know,  angel  wings 
in  the  subway  station)  mixed  styles  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  leaves  little  to  ponder, 
this  play’s  script  crosses  styles, 
stumbles,  but  uses  the  gay  mystique  in 
a  way  that  vibrates  when  the  show  is 
over. 

Playwright  Bruce  Dale  writes  a  dynam¬ 
ic  first  scene.  The  tourists  hardly  pitch 
a  tent  before  we  know  that  love  in  the 
parents’  marriage,  and  in  that  of  their 
daughter,  Stefanie,  is  as  remote  as  their 
island  vacation.  Stefanie’s  promiscuity 
is  a  bane  to  her  husband.  The  parents’ 
son,  Michael  retreats  into  bodybuild¬ 
ing  exercises.  Each  of  the  characters 
tries  to  impose  an  idea  of  a  good  time 
on  the  others  and,  just  when  I  feel  like 
snapping  at  this  family  portrait,  their 
transistor  radio  bites  the  mother’s 
hand;  Stefanie  gets  belly  cramps  which 
she  says  are  unrelated  to  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  the  radio  takes  on  the  mys¬ 
terious  calls  of  the  island  that  we 
heard  as  the  play  opened. 

We’re  set  up  to  expect  a  sort  of  gay 
Tempest ,  a  fantastic  island  where  the 
good  spirits  are  native  young  men;  es¬ 
pecially  appropriate  in  the  second 
scene  when  Michael  is  propositioned 
by  one  of  them  —  proper  exorcism,  it 
seems,  if  the  up-tight  Michael  would 
succumb. 

But  the  play  turns  into  a  who-done- 
it.  Michael  has  known  the  seducer, 


— Advertisement 


Frank,  back  on  the  mainland,  through 
Stephanie,  Frank’s  ex-lover.  Through 
Michael,  Stephanie  has  manipulated 
her  family  onto  the  island.  We  are  led 
to  believe  that  rampant  murder  is  usual 
amongst  the  islanders  during  nighttime 
bush  orgies.  Has  the  playwright’s  pro¬ 
gay  stance  turned  to  a  criticism  of  gay 
promiscuity?  Or  is  the  islanders’  ex¬ 
treme  sexuality  being  contrasted  with 
the  cold  marriage  of  Stephanie’s  par¬ 
ents  to  emphasize  the  classic  Greek 
theme  that  any  extreme  leads  to  ruin? 

This  isn’t  just  a  pat  on  the  back  for 
gays,  but  an  attempt  to  show  that  all 
people  are  equally  fallible.  Taking  a  re¬ 
alistic  turn,  the  middle  of  the  play  gets 
a  bit  heavy  with  petty  jealousies.  Ah, 
but  then  a  new  turn.  We  find  that  the 
supposed  ongoing  murders  have  been  a 
hoax  by  Frank  to  make  his  lover  want 
to  leave  the  island  and  face  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  living  in  a  less-sympathetic, 
straight  society.  This  weekend,  with 
the  tourists  visiting,  however,  the  first 
real  murder  happens.  Is  it  because 
Michael  has  beaten  up  one  of  the  gays 
that  evil  is  introduced  into  the  innocent 
bush  life?  Or  are  the  islanders  so  gulli¬ 


ble  because  they  are  as  remote  from 
their  true  natures  as  are  the  tourists? 

Answers  should  lie  in  the  actions  of 
Stephanie  who  wants  to  be  rid  of  her 
husband.  But  his  being  the  second 
murder  victim  doesn’t  seem  inevitable 
because  none  of  the  characters  has 
questioned  the  mysterious  voices  of  the 
island  as  the  audience  has,  though 
Frank  has  come  close  enough  to  give 
the  play  leverage.  Stefanie,  played 
powerfully  by  Maryann  Bergonzi,  has 
an  inner  voice,  telling  her  vaguely  to 
accept  her  own  Mother  Earth  nature, 
though  it  doesn’t  quite  say,  mother  of 
thousands. 

Director,  Andy  Procopio  has  made 
the  many  turns  through  the  island  vivid 
and  further  appreciation  fo  the  cast  is 
needed:  Jonathan  Leinback,  Edward 
Wierzbicki,  Marie  Clark,  George 
Capaccio,  Vincent  Mahler,  Bill  DiPas- 
quale  and  George  Hurley. 


- 


DELLO  RUSSO 

OPPOSES  JAIL  SITES 

Bob  Dello  Russo,  candidate  for  State  Representative  in  Wards  3 
and  8,  posed  a  question  at  a  recent  meeting  with  Sheriff  Kearney  that  all 
proposed  jail  sites  recommended  by  the  Sheriff  and  the  Boston  City 
Council  for  some  strange  reason  all  fall  in  the  boundaries  of  the  3rd 
Suffolk  District  (which  are  Wards  3  and  8). 

The  first  proposed  site  is  the  $10,000,000  rehabilitation  of  the 
antiquated  and  condemned  Charles  Street  Jail. 

The  second  recommendation  is  the  former  City  of  Boston 
incinerator  located  at  Southampton  Street,  bordered  by  the  Southeast 
Expressway. 

Lastly,  the  third  site  is  the  Nashua  Street  area  near  the  Registry  of 
Motor  Vehicles.  Dello  Russo  said  the  one  thing  most  apparent  about  all 
three  proposals  was  that  they  are  all  centrally  located  in  the  highly 
residential  areas.  The  need  for  a  new  jail  to  replace  the  present  outdated 
and  over  populated  structure  is  evident;  the  questions  it  raises  are 
obvious. 

First,  why  are  all  three  sites  in  our  district? 

Second,  why  has  the  City  of  Boston  made  such  a  political  farce  of 
this  important  issue,  and  third,  where  do  we  put  it? 

Dello  Russo  said  his  suggestion  to  Sheriff  Kearney  was  simply  if 
$10,000,000  of  our  tax  money  was  to  be  put  to  use  in  a  renovation 
project  of  an  already  century-old  building,  why  not  put  the  above 
mentioned  money  to  better  use  by  renovating  the  Deer  Island  complex 
into  a  muti  faceted  facility  not  only  used  for  the  detention,  but  also  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  inmates. 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Bob  Dello  Russo 
Jack  Puleo,  Treasurer. 
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THEATER 

A  Flawless  Production 


The  5th  of  July 

by  Lanford  Wilson. 

Directed  by  Marshall  Mason . 

A  t  the  Circle  Repertory  Company, 
NYC. 

Reviewed  by  Kevin  Warren 
Summer  is  not  the  most  auspicious 
season  for  theater  in  New  York.  Aside 
from  a  few  certifiable  Broadway  hits,  it 
is,  in  fact,  a  rather  quicksilver  com¬ 
modity.  Can  this  scarcity  of  competi¬ 
tion  account  then  for  the  delightful  im¬ 
pact  of  Lanford  Wilson’s  The  5th  of 
July  on  this  reviewer?  Without  equiv¬ 
ocation,  the  answer  is:  NO!  The  Circle 
Repertory  Company,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Marshall  Mason,  has  fashioned 
a  quirky,  mystifying,  humorous,  and 
very  entertaining  evening.  If  anything, 
the  flaws  in  The  5th  of  July  are  solely 
the  responsibility  of  the  author,  and 
not  the  production. 

The  play  opens  on  the  afternoon  of 
July  4th,  as  the  various  residents  and 
guests  of  The  Talley  Place  begin  to  as¬ 
semble  in  the  living  room  of  the 
sprawling  delapidated  farmhouse.  It  is 
owned  by  Kenneth  Talley  Jr.,  a  bright 
attractive  young  man  who  is  a  veteran 
and  hero  of  the  Vietnam  War,  and  who 
has  two  crippled  legs  to  prove  it.  He 
shares  his  home  with  his  lover,  Jed, 
and  his  Aunt  Sally.  On  this  particular 
afternoon,  he  is  being  visited  by  his  sis¬ 
ter  June,  her  daughter  Shirley,  and  two 
old  college  friends,  Gwen  and  John. 
With  approval  of  the  rest  of  the  Talley 
clan,  June  has  come  to  collect  Aunt 
Sally  and  bring  her  to  a  posh  old-age 
home,  just  as  soon  as  she  disposes  of 
the  ashes  of  her  deceased  husband. 


Sally  has,  however,  been  successfully 
postponing  this  moment  for  over  a 
year.  John  and  Gwen  have  come  be¬ 
cause  Ken  wants  to  try  and  sell  the 
house  to  them.  Gwen,  the  heiress  to  a 
huge  corporate  fortune,  has  enough 
money  to  buy  as  many  houses  as  she 
likes.  She  wants  this  one  to  build  a  re¬ 
cording  studio  to  help  hasten  her  career 
as  a  singer.  Everything  seems  rather 
fixed  throughout  the  course  of  the  day 
and  the  first  act.  People  talk,  laugh, 
drink,  do  drugs,  go  to  a  party,  and  go 
to  sleep  —  separately  or  with  each 
other. 

But  on  the  5th  of  July  everything  has 
changed.  This  change  is  intangible,  the 
subtle  and  residual  effect  of  character 
and  memory,  as  it  operates  on  each 
person  that  day.  Gwen  suddenly  dis¬ 
covers  that  Columbia  Records  is  very 
interested  in  her,  and  in  her  haste  to 
leave,  almost  forgets  that  she  wanted 
to  buy  the  house.  John  reveals  a  here¬ 
tofore  hidden  mercenary  tendency,  and 
also  a  great  deal  of  ambivalence  about 
his  occasional  homosexual  encounters 
with  Ken.  Meanwhile,  Jed  and  Aunt 
Sally  have  made  asecret  pact  not  to  let 
Ken  sell  the  house:  and  Ken  has  been 
forced  to  face  up  to  his  own  fears  and 
despairs  as  a  cripple.  In  the  end,  Ken 
decides  not  to  sell;  John  and  Gwen 
leave  in  much  the  same  fashion  as  they 
arrived,  and  Shirley  is  still  determined 
to  be  the  next  Madame  Curie.  It  is  as  if 
the  day  had  erased  itself. 

This  capsule  summary  does  brutal 
injustice  to  the  poetry,  charm  and  am¬ 
bience  of  the  play,  but  highlights  the 
essential  randomness  of  its  plot.  Like 
Chekhov,  Pinter,  or  as  in  a  play  such 
as  The  Changing  Room ,  The  5th  of 


The  cast  of  The  5th  of  July 


or  relationships  of  the  characters  are 
hinted  at,  but  left  substantially  un¬ 
touched.  The  play  occurs  through  a 
series  of  minor  revelations  that  give  the 
effect  of  an  X-ray:  bright  patches  sur¬ 
rounded  by  considerable  dark  blank 
spaces.  There  is  nothing  intrinsically 
wrong  with  this,  except  that  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  play  character  is  the  structure 
on  which  the  whole  work  hinges.  It  is 
therefore  very  annoying  not  to  know 
more  about  June’s  feminism,  or  why 
her  daughter  is  such  a  reactionary  or 
how  Jed  and  Ken  met  or  why  Jed  is  so 
implacably  silent? 

Moreover,  The  5th  of  July  is  a  play 
redolent  with  associations  of  other 
plays.  Its  basic  dramatic  situation  and 
atmosphere  strongly  recall  The  Cherry 
Orchard.  Shirley’s  eccentric  and 
adolescen*  behavior  is  right  out  of  Ten¬ 
nessee  Williams.  In  a  sense,  the  play  is 
a  compendium  of  somewhat  stereo¬ 


typed  characters  and,  by  now,  stock 
existential  conceits. 

But  having  observed  all  this,  one  is 
left  with  Wilson’s  definite  genius  for 
rapid,  witty  dialogue  which  becomes  a 
kind  of  conversational  music  at  times. 
He  is  also  a  master  of  keen  and  abun¬ 
dant  characterization.  Aunt  Sally, 
Ken,  Shirley  are  all  incredibly  vivid 
creations  and,  in  Gwen,  Wilson  has 
created  something  of  a  truly  original 
character.  She  is  by  turns  beautiful, 
rich,  vacuous,  sensitive,  drug-crazed, 
pathetic,  self-deluded,  yet  still  a  sur¬ 
vivor.  She  is  the  focal  point  for  all  the 
hope  and  disillusion  in  the  play,  which 
she  captures  in  a  beautiful  monologue 
1  about  the  sixties.  Everything  she  says  is 
|  charged  with'  this  neurotic,  humorous 
^  urgency  and  self-awareness. 

£  A  large  part  of  Gwen’s  effectiveness 
as  a  character  is  the  result  of  Nancy 
Snyder’s  portrayal.  It  would  have  been 
quite  easy  to  “ham  it  up”  and  make 
Gwen  a  living  caricature.  Instead,  Ms. 
Snyder’s  performance  vascillates  be¬ 
tween  lucidity  and  incoherence.  The 
other  members  of  the  cast  are  also 
superb,  especially  Helen  Stenborg  as 
the  slightly  distracted  Aunt  Sally. 

The  actors  are  also  fortunately  con¬ 
strained  by  Marshall  Mason’s  deft  and 
exuberant  directing.  Each  scene  flows 
smoothly  into  the  next.  Emotional 
crescendos  are  allowed  their  due,  but 
never  completely  overwhelm  the  off¬ 
beat  humor  of  the  play. 

Finally,  The5th  of  July  is  remarkable 
in  its  sensitive  and  intelligent  appraisal 
of  a  gay  relationship.  This  is  not  the 
kind  of  play  where  the  homosexual 
kills  himself  at  the  end  of  the  third  act 
or  is  left  to  live  in  eternal  guilt  and  self¬ 
recrimination.  If  anything,  the  love  be¬ 
tween  Jed  and  Ken  seems  to  be  the 
most  normal  and  stable  force  in  the 
whole  play.  There  is  a  general  sunni¬ 
ness  to  their  interaction  which  is  in¬ 
vigorating,  if  not  a  bit  too  ideal. 

Continued  on  page  17 
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On  tho  Campaign  Trail  with  Elaina  Noblo  ByDaVeDroiet 


It  was  an  occasion,  in  the  real  sense. 
Who  was  there?  Who  was  not?  Who 
came  to  the  dock  and  wouldn’t  board 
because,  apparently,  there  were  too 
few  women?  The  chit-chat  went  on. 
The  event,  for  a  microcosm  of  the  gay 
community,  and  especially  the  bar 
crowd,  was  the  July  25th  Disco  Cruise 
aboard  the  MPV  Provincetown  in 
Boston  harbor  to  benefit  Elaine  Noble 
in  her  bid  for  the  U.S.  Senate. 

While  people  were  still  pulling  up  the 
gangway,  Paul  Bentley,  an  organizer 
of  the  event  from  Sporters,  a  Boston 
gay  bar,  introduced  the  Captain  to 
“State  Representative  Elaine  Noble,’’ 
and  everyone  shook  hands  like  diplo¬ 
mats  from  neighboring  countries. 

The  Provincetown’s  three  tiers  of 
decks  can  handle  600  people,  and  when 
they’re  all  “circulating,”  it’s  a  terrific 
experience.  I  caught  Elaine  on  the  port, 
resting  with  Santa  Fareri  and  friends 
after  she  had  individually  welcomed 
each  boarding  passenger.  1  asked 
her,  making  referenceto  Kathleen  Sulli¬ 
van  Alioto’s  latest  news  item,  whether 
she  thought  it  might  help  her  campaign 
if  she  were  to  become  pregnant.  She 
laughed  and  Santa  reminded  her  how 
she’d  thought  jokingly  of  calling  a 
press  conference  to  announce  her 
promisenof  to  do  so  during  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

She  spoke  more  seriously  of  the  kind 
of  people  at  the  benefit  and  what  that 
“crowd”  has  evolved  from.  Elaine  be¬ 
lieves  it  grew  out  of  an  earlier  time 
“when  people  took  care  of  each  other. 
When  so  and  so  needed  an  operation, 
everyone  chipped  in.”  Those  were  the 
days  before  liberation,  and  Elaine 
places  herself  with  that  crowd  and 


speaks  of  our  gay  history  with  the  rev¬ 
erence  of  an  old  Irish  pol  talking  about 
Mayor  Curley  —  and  with  no  doubt 
the  same  blarney.  “These  are  my  peo¬ 
ple,”  she  repeated  as  she  reacted  to  a 
distant  nod.  The  liberal  and  radical  gay 
element  was  missing. 

These  are  her  people.  They  are  more 
likely  than  not  underfed  on  the  value 
of  role  liberation,  on  the  inevitability 
of  the  post-Watergate  morality,  or  an 
any  high-minded  “liberal”  code  of  jus¬ 
tice  by  which  every  political  act  must 
abide.  The  older  code  still  holds:  you 
grab  what  you  can  get  because  there  is 
only  so  much  to  be  had  .  .  .  and  you 
hang  together.  The  decision  about 
whether  to  support  this  particular  les¬ 
bian  for  higher  office  is  not  a  decision 
that  her  natural  constituency  is  faced 
with.  In  this  crowd,  about  the  only  uni¬ 
versally  respected  excuse  for  opposing 
Elaine  is  that  of  personal  dislike,  of  the 
“  I-never-could-stand-her”  variety. 
Otherwise,  you  hang  together:  us 
against  them. 

Elaine  Noble  is  fascinating  to  watch 
as  she  goes  about  the  very  serious  busi¬ 
ness  of  campaigning.  She  never  stops. 
She  seems  a  natural  performer.  But  it’s 
too  easy  to  fault  a  politician  for  being 
unreal.  Too  many  people  shake  your 
hand,  see  your  picture  in  the  paper,  lis¬ 
ten  to  you  on  the  media,  and  what  you 
say  means  a  lot  to  them.  So  many  of 
these  people  expect  you  to  remember 
having  met  them,  and  when  they  see 
you  again,  they’re  miffed  if  you  don’t 
recognize  them  with  appreciation.  So 
as  not  to  offend  anyone,  you  become 
intimate  with  the  millions.  Elaine 
might  have  been  the  consummate  poli¬ 
tician,  but  she’s  a  woman,  a  lesbian. 
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Elaine  Noble 


and  she  likes  to  draw  sides  and  fight. 
She  has  a  talent  for  feeding  into  the 
energy  of,  and  natural  prejudices  of, 
her  opponents,  and  of  raising  their  ire. 
She  becomes,  as  if  she  were  not  al¬ 
ready,  all  the  more  controversial. 

Down  on  the  dance  floor,  trans¬ 
formed  into  Boston’s  version  of  the 
Provincetown  Boatslip,  none  of  this 
mattered.  Ten  dollar  tickets  were  mak¬ 
ing  possible  the  latest  sensation:  the 
disco  floor  that  goes  up  and  down.' The 
powerful  K  &  L  sound  system,  the 
flickering  colored  spotlights,  the  sen¬ 
sual  madness  of  alcohol,  nicotine,  pot, 
and  Locker  Room,  together  with  the 
crush  of  warm,  tanned  bodies  against  a 
wet  breeze  —  and  who  'here  has  time 
for  politics? 

No  average  political  fundraiser  this, 
but  the  disco  folk  assured  me  it  was 
superb,  with  Danae  from  1270,  Brian 
of  the  Eagle,  and  George  of  the  Eagle 
and  Five  All  Night.  Down  in  the  wom¬ 
en’s  room,  liberated  early  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  several  women  and  men  sat 


around  on  the  sinks,  heavily  involved 
in  a  sensible  conversation  about  why 
there  were  so  few  women,  and  what 
women’s  bar  staff  hadn’t  shown  after 
having  plugged  the  event. 

Elaine  noted  that  people  seemed  to 
be  behaving  themselves  much  better 
than  they  used  to.  The  Citizens  for 
Participation  in  Political  Action 
(CPPAX),  the  pro-gay  liberal  watch¬ 
dog  in  the  Legislature  also  had  kind 
words:  they  said  that  Elaine’s  record 
isn’t  all  that  bad.  It  seems  to  depend  on 
the  issue.  They  gave  her  a  69%  rating  a 
while  back.  Her  campaign  platform  is 
impressive  —  and  one  that  any  liberal 
could  run  on.  For  every  person  who 
complains  at  the  damage  she  caused  to 
rules  reform  by  being  so  tight  with  the 
old  boy  leadership  network  (she  be¬ 
came  Assistant  Majority  Leader), 
another  will  praise  her  for  having  done 
so  to  get  the  gay  bill  passed;  or  counter 
that  she’s  admitted  being  premature  in 
her  condemnation  of  the  Suffolk 

Continued  on  Page  1 7 
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Iteod  the?  Bantam  book 


No  one  admitted  once  the  film  begins 


By  Lee  Stone 

Yeah  Boston  Arts  Group!  Jimmy  Cen- 
tola  and  the  Hot  Peaches  will  be  per¬ 
forming  again  in  Oscar  August  17-20! 
After  much  critical  acclaim  in  Europe, 
Oscar  repeated  its  success  in  New  York. 
It’s  a  rhythm  and  blues  revue  dedicated 
to  the  life  and  times  of  Oscar  Wilde. 
The  times  are  9  p.m.  Thursdays 
through  Saturdays  and  7  p.m.  on 
Sunday.  The  price  is  $5  and  they  will 
have  two  special  midnight  shows  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  for  just  $4!  Don’t 
miss  this  wonderful  troupe  of  gay  per¬ 
formers!  I  had  the  luck  to  perform 
with  them  in  the  early  days  when  Jim¬ 
my,  Ian  McCay  and  Marsha  P.  John¬ 
son  among  others  put  on  such  plays  as 
Alice  and  the  Great  American 
Sideshow  and  the  Wonderful  Wizard 
of  Welfare.  Times  have  changed,  but  it 
is  good  to  see  the  Peaches  and  other 
groups  that  started  in  the  loft  theater 
era  continue  and  flourish! 

The  Woman’s  Concern  Committee 
of  Clearspace  is  going  to  Tanglewood 
on  Saturday,  August  26th.  The  Boston 
Symphony  will  be  performing  Berlioz, 
Franck,  and  Paganini.  Bring  $4  and 
food  and,/  drink  for  a  picnic,  sisters, 
and  an  arm  rest  or  pillow  makes  the 
concert  even  more  enjoyable!  They’ll 
be  leaving  from  Clearspace  by  3  p.m. 
For  further  information  call  646-8598. 

Men  Against  Sexism  presents  an 
evening  of  song  and  celebration  on 
Thursday,  August  17th  at  Redbook, 
136  River  St.,  Cambridge.  It  will  be  a 
unique  chance  to  meet  musicians  from 
around  the  country  who  are  in  Boston 
to  record  their  first  record  album. 
Showtime  is  8  p.m.  and  the  tickets  are 
$2  at  the  door. 

Things  at  the  bars  are  a  little  slow, 


not  in  numbers  of  patrons,  but  in 
events  and  shows,  but  there  is  a  wealth 
of  things  to  do  in  this  city,  so  if  you 
read  something  in  GCN  and  want  to  at¬ 
tend,  tell  the  theater  or  bar  where  you 
heard  about  it. 


Allan  McDonald 


Happy  Birthday  to  Twelve  Seventy. 
The  club  is  a  mature  8  years  old  and 
under  the  management  of  A1  McDon¬ 
ald  has  continued  to  grow  in  elegance 
and  style! 

Merman  fans,  hold  on  to  your  high 
nots,  the  Eagle  is  showing  Call  Me 
Madame  this  Monday  at  7:30  p.m.  The 
film’s  a  hoot  and  a  must  for  Some 
People. 

Attention, Sisters! Clearspace  is  plan¬ 
ning  another  trip  to  A  Woman’s  Place 
in  Athol,  New  York  for  Labor  Day 
weekend.  There’s  a  reservation  and  de¬ 
posit  required  so  call  Ellie  at  655-1664 
and  find  out  about  the  details,  but  try 


to  get  in  touch  with  her  before  the  fif¬ 
teenth  of  the  month  ’cause  they  have  to 
call  ahead  the  number  of  women  at¬ 
tending.  The  trip  will  last  from 
September  1-5! 

Only  two  weeks  to  go  to  The  Gong 
Show  at  Jacques!  ’Hope  my  counter¬ 
part:  (meaning  corresponding  part  or 
facsimile  .  .  .thank  you,  Francis),  will 
appear  with  Joanna  Lee  August  24th! 

The  Belle  of  Amherst,  Julie  Harris’ 
one  woman  show  will  be  on  Channel  2, 
WGBH  TV  on  August  13th.  It  is  a 
superb  depiction  of  the  life  of  Emily 
Dickenson  and  a  great  theatrical  ex¬ 
perience.  It  will  be  aired  at  10  p.m. 

Congratulations  to  the  Falcons  M.C. 
of  Rhode  Island  and  the  Guardians 
M.C.  of  New  Haven  for  their  great 
cook-out,  raffle  and  auction  for  the 
Rhode  Island  Gay  Help  Line.  The  two 
clubs  will  join  forces  in  supervising  the 
events  and  disco.  The  $6  donation  will 
go  entirely  to  one  of  Rhode  Island’s 
finest  gay  help  groups.  I’m  only  sorry 
we  didn’t  get  the  information  soon 
enough  to  tout  it  before  the  fact. 


Thank  you  for  all  the  support  and 
volunteers  for  Gay  Legislation’s  cam¬ 
paign  to  dump  D.A.  Byrne.  .  .  .We 
still  could  use  some  phone  people, so 
contact  MCC’s  Ed  Hougen  or  Gay 
Legislation. 

In  spite  of  the  weather,  Bob  White’s 
benefit  for  Barney  Frank  was  a  success 
and  a  lovely  evening!  The  Randolph 
Country  Club  is  one  of  the  few  nearby 
retreats  from  city  madness  and  Bob 
continues  to  improve  it  weekly. 

Flash  from  the  Regency  Health  Cen¬ 
ter:  Jim  is  bringing  back  dollar  days 
every  Saturday  and  Sunday  from  2-6 
p  .m  .  The  new  disco  will  be  opening 
soon  after  Labor  Day.  So  you  can 
work  off  some  of  those  extra  pounds 
on  the  dance  floor  as  well  as  in  the 
steam  room! 

Another  birthday  for  The  Bar’s  own 
Mascot  Humphrey!  It  will  fall  on  the 
next  of  Gary  Dotterman’s  great  “two 
for  one”  Wednesday  nights.  There 
have  been  some  interesting  celebrities 
popping  in  and  out  of  the  place  lately! 
Bye  for  now! 


Campaign 

County  men  indicted  on  sex  charges;  or 
defend  her  having  ignored,  or  spent 
too  much  time  with,  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  One  long  upset  member  of  the  Bos- 
ton-Boise  Committee  was  at  pains  to 
point  out  that  he  really  wasn’t  against 
her,  but  that  he  just  couldn’t  be  for 
her.  But  that  may  have  been  before 
her  vote,  this  last  week,  on  Judge 
Bonin’s  removal  from  office,  which  is 
creating  another  storm. 

Whatever  the  mumblings,  many  peo¬ 
ple  feel  that  Elaine  has  worked  hard 
for  the  gay  community  and  that  she’s 
still  one  of  our  own.  In  the  privacy  of 
the  election  booth,  many  will  pull  the 
lever  by  the  name  “Noble”  —  many 
more  than  will  admit  to  it.  But  will  we 
stand  at  the  subways  passing  out  leaf- 


Continued  from  Page  16 

lets?  Will  we  make  the  tens  ot 
thousands  of  necessary  phone  calls? 
Will  we  shell  out  for  her  as  her  first 
campaign  workers  did?  Or  will  we  wait 
for  the  less  controversial  gay  candidate 
to  present  him/herself? 


The  5th  of  July 

Continued  from  Page  15 

Even  though  the  5  th  of  July  may  not 
be  a  great  play,  it  is  certainly  the  best  in 
town.  A  flawless  production,,  superb 
acting,  dazzling  verbal  pyrotechnics 
and  incredibly  vivid  characterization, 
virtually  conceal  what  flaws  there  are. 
Its  effect  may  not  be  total  catharsis, 
but  it  will  impart  a  great  deal  of  en¬ 
joyment  and  laughter  which  is  really 
the  next  best  thing. 


CCCWN  &  ANCHOR 

IN  PROVINCETOWN 
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CRAM  RUSSELL 

Daily  except  Wed  at  5pm  •  2nd  Show  Sat  &  Sun  7:30pm 


In  the  BACKROOM  CABARET 
CROWN  &  ANCHOR  MOTOR  INN 
247  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  MA 
For  Reservations  Call 
tu  487-1430  mh 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


PERSONALS 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 

1  am  1,  Porcupinus 

You  are  plus 

1  am  minus 

What  the  hell 

We're  together 

And  the  hell 
with  the  weather. 

Alt  my  love,  Porcupine. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY,  COCKY  PITS! 

We  have  not  forgotten 

Don't  you  believe  it. 

You’ll  get  your  card 

When  you  receive  It! 

Hope  all  with  you  is  well.  How’s  the  jeep? 
You  got  the  water  you’ve  been  needing,  1 
trust.  This  deluge  has  to  be  good  for 
something.  Miss  you.  Have  a  very  happy. 
With  love,  Us. 

PB  PB  PB 

Don't  worry  so  much! 

JS  JS  JS  JS 

Worry  a  little! 

ARTHUR  EIZE 

If  they  don’t  fix  the  sound,  you’ll  have  to 
part  with  some  of  your  twinkies  and 
various  assorted  other  goodies.  Ansa. 

ONE-ARMED  MAN  SEEKS 
master  to  control  and  discipline  him.  45, 
150,  57”,  well  endowed.  Please  write 
CCN  Box  930.  (6) 

NATURALIST  PHOTOGRAPHER 
wants  young,  0/I8  clean-cut,  hairy-chest¬ 
ed  guys  in  Burlington,  VT  area  for  imagin¬ 
atively  posed  photo  sessions.  Pay  or 
prints  possible.  Send  photo  and  way  to 
contact.  GCN  Box  929.  (7) 

MASTER  SEEKS  SLAVE 

Strong,  handsome,  6’2",  180,  muscular. 
Also  into  water  sports.  Send  photo  and 
details  of  what  you  like  to  Rick,  GCN  Box 
931.  (7) 

SERIOUS  BLACK  YOUTH 

Faithful  sincere  gentle  OK  looking  GWM 
In  30s  seeks  smallish  serious  black  youth 
for  company,  sharing,  warmth,  inspira¬ 
tion.  GCN  Box  932. 

2  GM  seek  broadminded  GM  to  live  in 
with  us  about  a  month  to  help  fix  up  our 
house  —  inside  and  out.  Share  parties, 
good  times,  sex.  Send  photo  for  reply. 
Box  4308,  Manchester,  NH.  (6) 

CHUBBY  SEEKS  CHASER 

You're  sick  but  1  need  you.  The  ultimate 
voluptuary  is  loving  and  cuddly;  some¬ 
times  mean  and  evil  tempered.  Wanna 

1  Write  GCN  Bom.  918  tslo  fats,  ferns  or 

1  freaks  need  apply.  (6) 

ELGIN  IN  TORONTO 

How  terribly  sweet  of  you  to  communi¬ 
cate  that  way.  We  wish  we  could  accept, 
but  Brenda  is  teaching  that  part  of  the 
summer  and  Cris  is  working  70+  hrs  a 
week  and  likely  to  continue  to  do  so.  Love 
you  anyway.  You  are  very  dear.  B  and  C. 

I'm  a  sincere  level  headed  hardworking 
GWF  also  Bi  very  interest  in  becoming 
involved  in  permanent  lifestyle  pattern 
with  Gay  woman  and  child  age  no  differ 
have  teen  ager  love  children  no  drugs 
love  to  drink  no  gay  bars  love  going  out 
I’m  lonesome  not  desperate.  Please 
answer  soon  but  be  honest  no  stupid. 
Send  photo  if  possib.  This  could  be  good 
for  both  families  if  no  children  into  havin 
one.  There  must  be  someone  with  my 
same  needs.  GCN  Box  926.  (9) 

GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta¬ 
tion,  Boston,  MA  021 14.  (48); 

GPW  PARTYGOERS 

Sundry  and  assorted  articles  of  food, 
clothing  and  play  where  left  at  P. 
Bennett’s  house  last  Sunday— call  her  (at' 
259-0063)  to  collect.  There’s  no  room  in 
the  closet.  (PB) 

RELOCATE  TO  WEST  TEXAS! !  >' 

GWM  41,  5'11",  150  lbs,  est  bus  man[ 
seeks  young  "compatible"  male  "stud" 
as  live-in  companion.  Free  room  &  board) 
plus  possible  other  fringe  benefits.  Send 
full  resume.  Those  sending  photo  get 
first  priority.  Any  pen  pals  write  too!  GCN 
Box  917.  (6) 

RECOVERING  OUR  PAST 
Lesbians,  1  am  doing  research  on  our  past 
50  yrs— coming  out,  family,  work,  closets 
—all  aspects  of  the  lesbian  experience.  1 
would  like  to  speak  or  write  to  women 
who  considered  themselves  lesbians  be¬ 
fore  1970.  GCN  Box  920.  (7) 

GAY  MATING  SERVICE 

New  service  being  formed  M/F  free  list- ! 
ing  Discretion  assured.  For  details,  send 
25c  to  P.0  Box  944,  New  Britain,  Connec¬ 
ticut  06053.  (5) 

GWM  36,  5' 11"  heavyset  gd  Iks  sincere 
intelligent  affectionate  easy  going  varied 
ints  incl  class  music  chess  beach  quiet 
times  gd  food  not  into  bars  fern  only  in 
bed  seks  dominant  butch  guy  act  Grk  as 
lover  friend.  Shd  be  masc  well  bit  attr 
sensitive  honest  responsible  ready  to ; 
settle  down  to  total  one-on-one  relation. 
Pref  18-26  but  will  consider  all.  Full  frank 
reply  and  pic  if  poss  to  GCN  Box  928  (6) 

GM  32,  5’10",  130  handsome  intelligent 
rational  NYC  resident  movie  freak  into 
Rock  Acid  Smoke  seeks  very  young 
friends  and/or  pen  pal.  Reply  GCN  Box 
924   (5) 


GWM  19  yrs  black  hair  &  eyes  147.  I’m 
doing  time  for  the  next  yr.  Want  to  make 
good  friends.  I’m  lonely.  David  DeCosta, 
Box  366,  Bridgewater,  MA  02324. _ (1] 

PORTSMOUTH,  NH 

Looking  for  an  apartment  in  town  to  share 
with  person-persons.  I  am  stable  & 
reliable.  Drop  me  a  note  and  I  will  call. 
Don  Perry,  POB  1394,  Portsmouth,  NH 
03801.  (9) 

Healthy,  well-adjusted  GM  seeks  same 
for  enjoyable,  adult  relationship.  Nothing 
sleazy,  stupid,  warped  or  in  any  way 
kinky.  Must  be  intelligent,  flexible  and 
possessed  of  a  sense  of  humor.  Write 
GCN  Box'874. _  (37) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW.  A CSW) 

By  Appointment 
4603)  224-5600  Concord 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings, 

(GH) 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109(617)  227-8000  (52, 


IF  LOVFf  MARRIAGE 
AND  SUCCESSES 
THEN  HAPPINESS  7 

Chorts  cost  &  interpreted  by  experienced  gay 
male  astrologer.  My  humanistic,  non-tradi- 
tional  approach  is  especially  geared  towards 
those  of  alternative,  counter-cultural  lifestyles. 
Fee  negotiable.  Beginners  classes  too.  IAN 
JOHNSON,  445.1435. _ 


JOHNSON  ASSOCIATES  provides  ef¬ 
fective  security  for  the  gay  commun¬ 
ity,  its  businesses  and  property. 
Alarms  Guards  Recovery 

Surveillance  and  Investigative  Services. 
CALL  (617)  531-0355  24  hrs. 

No  charge  for  consulatation. 


.PRINTING:  The  Kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975.  _ _ 


2  GMs  seek  3rd  as  roommate.  1  Ig  rm 
empty  @  35/wk  incl  util  &  tel.  Lg  nice  furn 
livrm.  w/f.p.  &  kit.  On  the  Hill.  Call 
723-5990  for  Info.  Thanx. _ (4  +  ) 


2500  sq  ft  Boston,  Mass  Ave  loft  reas  rent 
to  creative  person  w/carpenter  skill 
secure  pkg  avail  Aug  15  call  Bill  426-1931. 

Any  time. _ _ 1 _ (§) 

WAYLAND 

2  LF  need  LF  roommate  who  works 
steady.  We  have  nice  house,  land, 
parking,  lake.  20  mi  west  of  Boston. 
133+ util.  Must  be  seen,  imm.  occ. 
1-653-9510  eves. _ (6) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUPS  forming 
at  Homophile  Community  Health  Service. 
For  info  and  initial  interview  appt  call 
542-5188.  _ (7) 


HUMANISTIC  COUNSELING 
Gays  strengthening  fellow  gays.  App 
daily,  evening,  weekends,  call  any  time 
(617)  661-1578.  Ethical,  confidential,  w/20 
yrs  counseling  experience.  (1) 

- 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS.  COUPLES 
S  GROUP  COUNSELING 

For  Quincy  and  Newton  call  472-1331 
For  Blackrtone  Volley  or  Norrogantett  Bay  Area 
CALL  (617)  883-S220  FOR  APPT. 


COUNSELING  — IND.  AND  COUPLE 
Experienced  nurse  therapist.  Counseling 
at  reasonable  fees  by  appt.  Call  J. 
Lawrence,  825-3368  Mon.  &  Wed.  after  6, 
or  weekends.  Evening  appts  only.  (2  + ) 
GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 

Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 

Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  739-2200.  _  . 


KOALA  BEAR 
HAIR  CUTTERS 

253  Newbury  St.,  Boston 
247-7441  Open  Evenings 


APARTMENTS 


SOUTH  END 

1  rm  ktch  share  bath  $120  all  util,  entire 
floor  $230  mo  incl  all  util.  Call  247-0570. 
_ _ (6) 

Apts.  All  sizes  and  prices.  Clean,  quiet, 
safe  neighborhood.  Call  Tony  783-5131. 

' (tb) 

W.  Somerville.  4  rm.  apt.  avail.  9/1.  Good 
MBTA  trans.  Sep.  heat  &  util.  Suitable  for 
1  or  2  persons.  623-2123  or  628-9142.  (6) 


ROOMMATES 


One  bedroom  in  3  bedrom  apt  avail  now 
call  536-7292  after  5  or  536-8993  any  time. 
Ask  for  Jeff  or  Peter.  


Quiet,  responsible  lesbian  seeks  same 
for  comfortable  suburban  apt.  Conv  to 
Bos  (train,  car),  Ige  yd,  $165  inc  heat. 
246-1988  early  eves. _ (4) 


Fine  feminist  lesbian  seeks  rmmt  for 
Sept.  1st.  2  bdr-Bri/Brookline  apt.  Rent 
140/mo  inc  util  plus  half  sec  close  to 
trans  call  Kalki,  734-5275. _ (3) 

Vegetarian  lesbian  or  gay  man  for  a  bal¬ 
anced,  beautiful  straight  and  gay  home 
(3M)  in  Winchester  (near  Arlington),  15 
min  to  Boston,  35  by  bike  or  bus.  Support, 
trees,  tennis,  track,  garden,  darkroom, 
$100.729-5668. _ <^d) 

Third  housemate  wanted,  Roxbury  Cros¬ 
sing  area.  Rent  $70+ util.  Call  427-3835. 

(3  +  ) 

GWF  art  student  skng  mature,  rspnsble 
gay  rmmts  21  or  over.  You  have  or  we  find 
apt  In  Bk  Bay  or  vcnty.  Hve  sm  quiet  dog 
and  own  furnishings.  No  heavy  drugs. 
Call  Lu-Ann  at  (401)  434-4336.  Collect  if 
necessary. _ _ _ (5  +  ) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY 


PROF  GWM  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 
GM  27  seeks  other  mature,  resp,  neat  GM 
to  share  Beverly  apt  fmhse.  4  Fpl,  spac¬ 
ious  rms,  $1 50/mo  +  heat  &  util,  for  Sept 
I.  Call  927-5372  eves.  Not  sex  ad.  _ (6) 


GWM  29  sks  same  to  33  with  apt  to  share 
by  9-1.  Rent  open.  Call  Bruce  567-0585 
after  6  pm  wkdays  and  all  day  Sat.  After 
12  pm  on  Sun. _ (?) 


CLINICAL  DIRECTOR  for  outpatient 
clinic  serving  gay  clients.  Admin,  super¬ 
visory,  direct  svs  position.  Min  M  S.  in 
mental  health  field  plus  extensive  clini¬ 
cal,  program  leadership  exp.  $15,000. 
Resume  HCHS,  Suite  855,  80  Boylston 
St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (5) 

I  NEED  A  CARPENTER  who  can  hang 
doors.  Are  you  one,  or  do  you  know  of  one 
who  knows  what  he’s  doing?  Please 
phone  Dave  at  661-6975.  A  day,  possibly 
two  days  work.  Immediate  need. _ 

ADMIN  ASSIST  for  outpatient  clinic 
serving  gay  clients.  Manage  office, 
oversee  bkkpg,  billing,  records.  Office 
skills  and  prior  office  mgmt  exp  required. 
$9,600.  Resume  HCHS,  Suite  855,  80 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16. _ (5) 

Dishwasher  to  work  at  House  Restaurant. 
Call  Tony  783-5131. _ (tb) 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Reliable  steadfast  person  needed  to  run 
circulation  department.  $70. 00/week 
plus.  Call  GCN  at  426-4469  on  Thurs.  or 
Fri.  Ask  for  Kruk.  _ 


HAIRDRESSER 
with  following,  Newbury 
536-3288.  


St 


Salon 

(5) 


INSTRUCTION 


Practical  self  defense  street  situations 
weapons  use  and  defense  private  instruc¬ 
tion  no  more  than  4.  Best  of  Jiu  Jitsu, 
Aikido.  876-4495,  eves. _ (6) 


MOVERS 


2  GM  seek  third  for  spacious  Dorchester 
apt  $60/mo  plus  utilities  and  security. 
288-2046.  _ (5) 


GM  23  retg  to  Bos  sks  cheap  rm  in  frndly 
G  hsehold.  Math,  crazy  humor,  Bach,  lin¬ 
guistics,  Gful  Dead,  Zen,  Tolkien,  and  not 
taking  things  too  seriously.  Have  car. 
Describe  who  and  where  to  GCN  Box  933. 
Note:  I  have  some  skill  at  shi-atsu  mas¬ 
sage,  can  keep  you  truly  healthy  &  relax¬ 
ed^ _ (7) 

GF  for  3  bdrm  apt  in  W  Som  w/2GF  indep, 
easygoing,  supportive,  friendly,  sunny, 
wash/dry,  firepl.  Str  parking.  $83/mo  plus 
heat  and  util.  628-3240.  Keep  trying. 

soc-fem  lesbian  &  12  yr  old  son  seek  les¬ 
bian  to  share  apt  in  lesbian  owned  & 
occupied  3  fam  semi-coop  J.P.  House. 
Call  Kara  522-1 526. _ (6) 


THE  SMART  MOVE  492-8834 
Save  your  friends  the  trouble  of  finding 
an  excellent  moving  co.  Careful,  fully 
equipped  &  friendly.  Local  &  NYC.  Make 
it  a  smart  move. _ (8) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs — Local  Rates  354-2184 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AUGUSTA,  ME,  GAY  WOMEN 
Flo’s  not  meeting  your  needs?  Not  a 
radical  political  socialist?  Want  2  meet, 
share,  socialize?  Let’s  form  a  support 
group.  Reply  to  GCN  Box  925. _ (5) 


RESORTS 


L 


CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE,  P-TOWN 


ISMLDCLASSMLLXJLASSE 


Classified  Ad  deadline  isTuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  isachargeof  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 
Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  ~  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines. 


First  4  lines. 


.at  $. 
.at  $. 


Each  additional  line  at  $. 


.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 
.per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  .  . 
Please  Print  Neatly. 


Address. 


City. 

Zip 


State. 


Phone. 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□ 

□ 


VISA 


MASTER  CHARGE 


Y  For  the  GAY  MALE  coming  to  Province 
"  town,  CARL’S  is  comfortable,  friendly, 
inexpensive  and  offers  complimentary 
.coffee,  ice,  mixers  and  more,  from  $14. 
;CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE,  68  Bradford  St., 
'Provincetown,  MA.  02657.  Tel.  487-1650 
• (8/27) 


JOBS  WANTED 


MARTHA’S  VINEYARD  GAY? 

Yes,  San  Fran  M  has  lovely  home  in  Oak 
Bluffs,  rooms  are  comfortable  &  inex¬ 
pensive,  comp,  coffee.  Everyone  wel¬ 
come.  Call  (617)  693-9422  ask  for  Phil. 
Rooms  by  the  wk  discounted. _ (5) 


DEXTER’S  IN  P’TOWN 
New  Guest  House  in  town  offering  rea¬ 
sonable  rates,  comfort,  privacy,  conti¬ 
nental  breakfast,  BYOB  setups,  parking. 
Two  blocks  to  town  center.  Dexter’s,  6 
Conwell  St.,  P’Town,  MA  02657.  Phone 
(617)487-1911.  (7) 


GAY  GUESTHOUSE 
on  large  lake  in  N.  Maine.  Fish,  swim, 
canoe  etc,  in  unspoiled  wilderness  area. 
For  information  write  Jack’s  Guesthouse, 
Chesuncook  Village,  Greenville,  ME 
04441.  (6) 


1  WEST  BOYLSTON 

'Recent  Bentley  grad.  Bachelor  in  ac 
counting.  Needs  a  job.  Anything  legiti¬ 
mate  considered.  Am  desperate  to  keep 
;  my  recently  bought  home.  Richard 
Metlen,  7  Horseshoe  Drive,  West  Boyl 
ston,  MA  01583.  (4  +  ] 


REAL  ESTATE 


ARTISTS  YACHTSMEN 
Rockport  exciting  2  bedroom  2  baths 
Icondo  overlooking  harbour  and  Motif  HI, 
landscaped  grounds,  parking,  also 
carriage  house  1  bedroom  condo.  (617) 
964-7210  days,  698-1862  eves.  Leo.  Broker 
open  hse  Labor  day  wkend,  10  Atlantic 

Z(6) 


WANTED 
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We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  Richard 
it  426-4469.  (C) 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
aaint,  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  Richard  at  426-4469  (c) 

Need  crew  for  world's  largest  floating 
commune  122'  3  masted  schooner  Com¬ 
mercial  Battery/North  End  ask  for 
"Boats’’  Gen  del,  Sofia,  Boston  02109. 

- - 


classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIED 


FOR  SALE 


Thomas  electric  organ  with  rhythm  sec¬ 
tion.  used  very  little,  nearly  new.  Six  in¬ 
struction  books.  Cost  $1300;  will  sell  for 
b.o.  over  $1000.  Call  661-6976,  ask  for 

Ron,  between  10  and  4. _ 

Queen  size  mattress,  boxspring  frame,' 
and  king  size  waterbed  mattress,  $75. 
GCN  Box  899. _  (TG) 


PRISONERS 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ W 

Bi,  20,  5 '11 ",  blond,  blue  eyes,  155.  Eddie 
Flaherty  050705,  P.O.  Box  340.  H1-C1-253, 
Sharpes,  FL  32959. _ (3) 

20,  blond,  brown  eyes,  5 '9",  150.  Billy 
Dean  Dukes,  A-055596,  W-1-S-7,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

WM  wishes  to  correspond  w /  someone 
who  cares.  Danny  Lee  Goforth,  032929, 
61-211,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083. 
_ _ (3) 

24,  brn  h,  blu  eyes,  5'10",  146.  Richard  A. 
Miller  A-039323,  E-55,  P.O.  Box  221, 
Raiford,  FL  32083. _ (3) 

Bi  wants  discreet  gay  or  bi  not  to  play 
games,  together  person,  no  nonsense. 
Joe  Andrew  Swiecicki  041362,  P.O.  Box 
747,  Starke,  FL  32091. _ (3) 

31  yr  old  would  like  to  receive  mail  from 
gays.  Robert  W.  McDonald  027279, 
W-1-N-1,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

_ (3) 

WM  wishes  to  correspond  with  someone  who 
sincerely  cares.  Will  ans  all  letters.  Mark 
Blanton  037127  —  72-114,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford, 

FL  32083. _ (3) 

WM  22,  brn  hair,  gray  eyes,  5 '11",  155.  All 
gay  ferns  please  write.  Wesley  Johnson 
055448,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091. 

_ C3) 


White  male  5’10",  190  lbs.  brn  hair  &  eyes, 
looking  for  correspondence  with  foxy  t.v. 
or  t.s.  photo  a  must.  Kenneth  Jeffer  No. 
058585,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 
_ (2) 

Would  like  a  few  brothers  ("locks”  or 
otherwise  —  I  go  both  ways)  to  corres¬ 
pond  with.  I  am  G/W/28  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  5'10",  180  lbs,  fair  complexion.  I  am 
a  “true”  Scorpio  and  am  extremely  pas¬ 
sionate  and  horny.  There  is  no  censor¬ 
ship  here— by  right  of  the  Federal  Court. 
Dean  J.  McKeever,  Wisconsin  State 
Prison  c/o  Box  C  Drawer  8841,  Waupun, 
Wl  /  53963 _ (2) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per 
sons  are  welcome. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity  /  Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics,  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance,  at  5:30  p.m.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14.  Tel.  536-6518. _ (35) 


GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  NJ 
—Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8:30 
.D.m.  (201)  343-6402. 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS  - 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  /VA  98109. 
(206)  282-5798.  MembershiD  $5.00. 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 
742:2100.  (D49) 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply 
GCN  Box  902.  _ (47) 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  GayxTask  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm,  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In- 
Stitute  Road.  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  ,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor¬ 
ristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS,  C/O  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA^ 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publi¬ 
cation.  (c) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Beak  & 
T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Cent.  Sta.,  NYC  10017. 


BOSTON  GA  Y  HEALTH  PROJECT 
TEST  RESULTS 
BRIDGE  MEDICAL  VAN 
VD  SCREENING  TESTS 
PERFORMED  JULY  29,  1978 

The  following  people  had  an  abnormal 
test  and  were  treated: 

B46,  B52. 

The  following  people  had  negative  tests: 
B41 ,  B42,  B43,  B44,  B45,  B47,  B48, 

B49,  B50,  B51,  B53,  B54,  B56,  B57, 

B58,  B59,  B60,  B61,  B62,  B63,  B64, 

B65,  B66,  B67,  B68,  B69,  B70,  B71, 

B72,  B73,  B74,  B75,  B76,  B77,  B78, 

B79,  B80,  B81,  B82,  B83,  B84,  B85. 

Number  B55  should  call  Ron  Vachon  at 
267-7573  for  an  explanation  of  his  test 
result. 

VAN  SCHEDULE: 

Saturdays,  August  12  and  26:  5-7pm 
Copley  Square  (near  Chaps);  8:30-10pm 
Sporters  (Cambridge  St.);  10:  JO- 

11  :30pm  The  Eagle  (in  the  Fenway). 


I 


BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-8200 
Dancing,  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different." 


HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 
119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet 
9-1 1PM 


SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 
12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 

Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM.  ■ 

STYX  " 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 
TOGETHER 
110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 


J 


Quick 


Gay  Guide 


(Area  Code  61 7) 

661-3900 


267-4521 


BOSTON  AREA 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 

Am  Tikva,  CY  601, 400  Comm.  Ave.  02215  524-1890 
Boston/Boise  Committee, 

Box  277,  Astor  Station 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141 
Cambridge  Women's  Center 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081, 354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

P.O.  Box  398,  Allston  02134 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfleld  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.) 

Esplanade 

Evangelicals  Concerned 
Fag  Rag 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101 
Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics) 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston 
Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
G.B.A.  Job  Bank 
Gay  Community  News 
Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.) 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73  Tremont  St.,  Rm.  224  742-4811 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-3169 


491-0968 

354-8807 


646-8598 


492-6450 


661-3633 

536-6518 

727-2584 

367-3913 

894-3970 

536-9826 

267-7573 

492-3353 

426-9444 

843-5300 

471-6884 

367-0733 

367-3913 

426-4469 

426-9371 


Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston 
Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 
Boston  02107 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM) 

Gay  Youth  Advocates,  70  Charles  St. 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Good  Gay  Poets 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn. 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 
Framingham  01701.  Nites  &  weekends 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm) 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 


227-5009 


354-0133 

353- 2790 
523-0368 
864-8181 
661-6015 
498-2014 
542-5188 
262-3057 

661-2537 

877-8550 

354- 8807 


354-8807 

536-3788 


Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186y2'Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-54401 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139New 
Words  Bookstore  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation— An  educational 
organization  which  provides  programs 
and  services  for  cross-dressers, 
androgynes  and  transsexuals. 

Suite  433, 102  Charles  St.  021 14  787-2266 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 
Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  •  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  ’  851-6711 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 

169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01$970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 


WESTERN  MASS. 


(Area  Code  413) 


Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 

Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

“Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

AmitV  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 

Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 


Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women’s  Center, 

U-1 1 8,  Un  iv.  of  CT,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  232-5110 

Institute  of  Social  Ethi  VNational  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford 

P.O.  Box  603,  Glastonbury  522-2646 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110, 522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Universal  527-2656 
UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance  635  3035 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Concerned  Gays,  Student  Activities 
Office,  Memorial  Union  Bldg., 

Univ.  N.H.,  Durham  03824 
Christian  Community  Church 

292  State  Street,  Portsmouth  03801  363-2286 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  882-8732 

NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Newmarket  659-2687;  Rochester  332-4440; 
Keene  399-4927 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Counseling-Support  for  Gay  Women,  c/o  Susan 
Katz,  South  VT  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland  05701  775-1518 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 


Gay  Women’s  Alternative  532-8669 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PL,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 

Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011  929-7720 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010  777-1800 

TheGlines,  260  W.  Broadway  925-2619 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

G  PO  Box  1 549, 1 0001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  rm  506  741-1010 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Tri-Base  Collective  777-180C 

c/o  N.Y.  Gay  Switchboard 
Box  805  Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  F-1711 

Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6481 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 

42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-675C 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-864C 

14614  or244-903C 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-864' 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6875 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640,  244-903C 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance.  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201 

(51 8)462-61 3f 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 

Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-903C 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6136 

Onondaga  County  Human  Rights  Coalition, 

Box  121,  DeWitt  13214  (315)475-685/ 

Stonewall  Society,  Pougkeepsie  (914)473-3857 
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_ CALENDAR 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  if  Wednesday  at  noon  for  the  following  ts.ne. 


12  sat 

Boston  —  FAB  Men's  Weekend. 
Workshop  on  "The  Body  and  Creative 
Physical  Expression."  Wear  loose 
clothing.  2pm.  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts, 
559  Tremont  St.,  South  End. 

Smlthlleld,  Rl  —  Guardians  M.C.  of 
Connecticut,  Club  Night  Invasion.  Raf¬ 
fles,  Disco,  Pool.  9pm-2am.  Town  and 
Country  Club,  Farnum  Pk.,  Rte.  5.  Info: 
(401)  231-1180. 

Boston  —  Community-wide  gay  rally  to 
benefit  MCGL.  The  Rev.  Troy  Perry,  Reps. 
Barney  Frank,  Elaine  Noble,  Mel  King, 
featured  speakers.  Arlington  Street 
Church.  7:J0pm.  $3  donation 


Middletleld,  CT  —  Womens  Music 
Festival  to  benefit  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez. 
All  day.  Tickets,  $4.  Performers  include 
Kay  Gardner,  Fellcidad,  New  Harmony 
Sisterhood  Band  and  more.  Call  (800) 
243-3760  for  info. 

13  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Straight  Talk  About 
Lesbianism,"  a  slide  show,  Amaranth,  134 
Hampshire  St. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Dignity  and  Integrity  will 
celebrate  together.  Service  at  5pm,  Trinity 
Chapel,  followed  by  a  pot  luck  picnic  in 
the  garden. 


Boston  —  Rev.  Troy  Perry,  founder  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  will  be 
conducting  the  MCC  Boston  service  at 
131  Cambridge  St.  at  7:30pm 

Baltimore,  MD  —  Maryland  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  Picnic  at  Lake  Roland.  Noon  till 
dusk.  Call  (301)  837-3755  for  more  Info. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  am)  Segment  1:  Hot  Peaches,  Gay 
Theatre  Troupe.  Segment  2:  MCC  Rev.  Ed 
Hougen  on  gay  voter  registration  and  the 
fall  elections  9am, 

Boston  —  FAB  will  hold  a  workshop  for 
gay  men  involving  “theatre,  poetry  and 
vocal  expression."  3pm.  Boston  Center 
for  the  Arts,  559  Tremont  St.,  South  End. 

Boston  —  The  concluding  workshop  of 
the  Faggots  and  Bodies  Weekend  will  be 
devoted  to  "Energy  and  Healing  for 
Fuggo's."  8pm  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts  ;  9  Tremont  St.,  South  End. 


15  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  folkdancing,  6:30 
to  9:00pm,  at  Phillips  Brookes  House.  3rd 
floor,  Harvard  Yard. 

16  wed 

Boston  —  Out  Here  for  Gay  Youth. 
Discussion:  Parents  and  School.  7-9pm. 
355  Boylston  St. 

Boston  —  Gay  Alcoholics'  Drop-In 
Center.  Every  Wednesday  and  Friday  from 
6:30-8:00pm.  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  8th 
floor. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Women's 
Community  Health  Center  will  have  an 
Open  House  at  5:30pm  promptly.  For 
more  Information  call  547-2302. 


17  thurs 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Ml  —  The  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival!  Presented  by 
the  We  Want  the  Music  Collective.  Write 
1501  Lyons  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ml  48858  for 
info. 

Minneapolis  —  Integrity  National 
Convention.  For  further  information  call 
Aian  at  (617)  547-4676. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Men  Against  Sexism, 
the  first  national  men's  music  collective 
presents,  "an  evening  of  song  and  cele¬ 
bration"  8:00pm  at  Redbook,  136  River  St., 
Cambridge.  Tickets  are  $2.00  at  the  door. 
Proceeds  to  defray  production  costs  for 
the  collective's  first  album. 

18  fri 

Long  Island,  NY  —  The  monthly  board 
meeting  of  the  New  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights  of  Long  Island  will  take  place  at 
Pal  Joey's  East,  Deer  Park  at  8pm.  A  bene¬ 
fit  and  buffet  will  follow  at  10pm.  $3 
donation.  Info:  Gayphone:  (516)  665-7373. 

19  sat 

Antrim,  NH  —  Meeting  and  Picnic  for 
Lesbians  and  their  children  by  NH 
Lambda.  Children  will  attend  a  group  with 
a  special  facilitator.  For  more  Information 
call  603-659-2687. 

20  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  am)  Segment  1:  Rev.  Troy  Perry, 
founder  of  MCC.  Segment  2:  Esplanade 
publisher  Joe  Leo  9am. 
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NYC  —  Gay  People  in  Health  Care. 
August  meeting  7:30pm.  Call  (212) 
499-1453  for  Info. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rl  Feminist  Theater  per¬ 
forms  as  part  of  the  Sunday  In  the  Park 
program.  2:00pm,  Temple  of  Music,  Roger 
Williams  Park. 

Hamilton,  Canada  —  Living  as  a  Bay 
Person  Today.  A  week  long  conference  at 
Unicamp  of  Ontario.  Write  Unicamp,  268 
Aberdeen  Ave.,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  L8P 
2R3  for  info. 


21  mon 


Baltimore,  MD  —  Gay  Community  Center 
Benefit  Night  at  the  Hippopotamus  Disco, 
9pm-2am.  $2  admission.  Chas.  and  Eager 
Streets. 

Baltimore,  MD  —  Forum  Discussion 
meeting  8:00pm  at  the  Gay  Community 
Center.  Topic:  "Male/Female  Impersona¬ 
tion  and  Drag."  All  are  welcome.  2133 
Maryland  Ave.  Info  (301)  837-3755. 


22  tues 


NYC  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group  — 
"Do  You  Really  Want  a  Long-Term  Rela¬ 
tionship?"  8:30pm.  Triangle  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  Center,  26  Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St. 


23  wed 


Boston  —  Out  Here,  organisation  for  gay 
youth,  will  have  a  rap  session  on  "Legal 
Rights  of  Young  Gay  People,"  7:00- 
9:00pm  at  355  Boylston  St.  Under  21  only. 
For  more  information  call  426-9371. 

Boston  —  Gay  Disco  Cruise  to  benefit 
Clearspace  and  0 CN.  Leaving  Long  Wharf 
at  8:30pm  Tickets  are  $10.00  and  are 
being  soid  at  GCN,  Sporters,  and  moat 
gay  bars  In  Boston. 

24  thurs 

Toronto,  Canada  —  Gaydays,  in 
celebration  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Come  to  the  fair,  concert,  dance,  picnic. 
Aug.  24-27.  For  more  info,  write  4  Collier 
St.,  Toronto  M4W  1L7. 

Boston  —  Clearspace  meeting  with  Bos¬ 
ton/Boise  7:30pm.  Call  646-8598. 


25  fri 


Coventry,  England  —  Campaign  for 
Homosexual  Equality,  world-wide  confer¬ 
ence  Aug  25-28.  Contact  Griffith  Wil¬ 
liams.  849  Fulham  Rd.,  London  SWG  5HJ 
for  further  information 


26  sat 


Boston  —  Boston  Gay  Health  Project 
continues  free  VD  testing  by  the  Gay 
Health  Collective  In  Bridge  Over  Troubled 
Waters'  Medical  Van.  Anonymously  ID#) 
5-7pm  Copley  Square  (near  Chaps); 
8:30- 10pm  Cambridge  St.  (near  Sport  era); 
10:30-1 1:30pm  The  Fenway  (near  Eagle). 

Boston  -  Women  Unite,  Take  Back  the 
Night.  Women's  march  against  violence. 
Assemble  7:30pm  at  Kenmore  Sq.  Rally 
9:00pm  at  Copley  Sq.  All  are  Invited. 

Toronto,  Ont.  -  The  Biggest  Gey  Dance 

In  the  History  of  Toronto;  will  have  fat 
lous  food,  the  best  dancing  music 
town,  and  a  licensed  bar.  Part  of  tl 
Toronto  Gaydays  celebration.  Ticks 
$3.00  at  all  Toronto  outlets. 

Philadelphia  —  The  Liberty  Bell  Ralnt 
Society,  a  social  group  for  gay  “ 
people,  will  meet  between  6:00 
8:00pm.  Contact  John  at  (612)  1 

Boston  —  Concert  and  Picnic 
Tanglewood,  sponsored  by 
Lesbian  women  invited.  Leaving  l 
at  3:00pm.  For  more  Information 
Marty  at  846-6015. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Equality  Day,  10  r 
walk  to  raise  money  for  ERA  exti 
and  ratification.  Call  Boston 
661-6015,  and  meet  on  the  Como 
across  from  the  State  House  at  I 


28  mon 

Boston  —  Hair  Cutting  Party  at  I 
Jon,  80  Charles  St.,  from  4:00  to  I 
All  proceeds  to  benefit  QCN. 


29  tues 

NYC  —  Gay  Medical  Problems  —  a  | 
of  gay  medical  doctors  sponsored  by  t 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 
the  Triangle  Gay  Community  < 

Ninth  Ave.  at  14th  St.  Donation  *2.00. 


5  tues 


■35 

- 


NYC  —  Autumn'*Laaves  Fall  Sods 
Dance  for  gay  wqpien  at  the  Triangle  < 
Community  Center,  26  Ninth  Ave.  t 
St.  Wine  and  cheese.  Donation  I 
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